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By Gerald A. Fill

The Gazette

T
his past spring dog owners in the northern
part of the Mount Vernon district formed an
organization called Pumphouse Association

for Canine Kindness (PACK) to urge the Board of Su-
pervisors to designate Westgrove Park as an off leash
dog park/exercise area. Signs at the park specifically
prohibit dogs from being off leash.

Members of PACK sent a letter originally signed
by 300 residents to Supervisor Gerald Hyland and
the Board of Supervisors requesting that the board
establish Westgrove Park for interim designation as
an off leash dog area until a long range plan for the
park is developed. The organization has not received
a reply to the June letter. Since sending the letter in
June, PACK has garnered 200 more signatures, and
now have a total of 500 residents in the region who
support their efforts.

The formation of PACK was triggered by the tick-
eting in April, 2010 of four dog owners for violating
the County’s dog leash law in the Westgrove Park.

The park is completely fenced in by a chain link fence.
As their letter states, the Westgrove Park “is a re-
claimed sewage station area which comprises 23
acres under the Park Authority.”

The Westgrove Park has been under the Park
Authority’s stewardship since 2001 according to Park
Authority spokeswoman, Judy Peterson. Since 2009
Fairfax county’s animal control officers began issu-
ing $107 tickets to those dog owners found to be
allowing their dogs to run off leash, in violation of
Section 41.1-1-1 of the County code.

According to Mary Tracey, vice president of PACK,
no first offense warnings are issued, and the offense
is a criminal offense. She is aware of six tickets that

By Gerald A. Fill

The Gazette

J
ohn Hamilton, former Fort
Hunt Youth league coach,
who was charged in June

2009 with aggravated sexual bat-
tery and three counts of taking in-
decent liberties with a child under

his supervision
and then failed to
appear in court,
was detained last
week by the Pol-
ish border police
as he attempted to enter Poland

By Gerald A. Fill

The Gazette

G
ov. Robert McDonnell
visited two homeless
shelters operated by
New Hope Housing

last week. McDonnell, along with
New Hope Housing Executive Di-
rector Pam Michell, board mem-
bers and staff, other housing for
the homeless advocates, and
elected officials, toured Mondloch
House 1, which serves homeless
adults, and Mondloch House 2,
which assists homeless families.

During his visit at the New Hope
facilities, McDonnell said, “Work-
ing to help people move from
homelessness to permanent hous-
ing is critically important. A stable
home aids in workforce readiness,
allows children to thrive and learn,
and strengthens Virginia’s commu-
nities. I commend New Hope
Housing for their work to help

transform the lives of the people
they assist.”

New Hope, which opened its
first shelter in 1978, provides
emergency shelters, transitional
housing, and permanent support-
ive housing. The Virginia Depart-
ment of Housing and Community
Development provides State Shel-
ter grant funding to New Hope
Housing for shelter operations and
support services in its emergency,
transitional, and hypothermia fa-
cilities. These grants include both
federal and state funds. New Hope
also receives Virginia State grant
funding to ensure that homeless
children have access to appropri-
ate support services.

In her prepared remarks in wel-
coming the Governor to the New
Hope Housing facilities, Michell
reminded the assembled guests
that many believe that Northern

Former Youth League
Coach Arrested in Poland
Hamilton fled to Europe
before court appearance.

Governor Tours
New Hope Shelters
McDonnell commits to promoting
housing for the homeless.

PACK Seeks Off Leash Dog Area
500 petition signers seek
Westgrove Park as
off leash dog area.

Petition Letter
Excerpt from the June 2010 PACK petition letter to the

Board of Supervisors:
“Use of Westgrove Park as an OLDA [Off Leash Dog Area]

(temporary) would meet a clear need of residents of Mt.
Vernon district with minimal impact on the environment and
without additional cost to the county. Because many commu-
nities in this district have no sidewalks (and some prohibit
fences) dog owners have scant opportunity to provide the
level of exercise and off-leash training and socialization that
healthy dogs require.”

“We respectfully urge the Fairfax County Board of Super-
visors to designate Westgrove Park an OLDA (temporary),
interim to the county identifying funds and obtaining citizen
approval for an alternative use.”

Symphonic Season
Alexandria residents Greta Richard, Paul Johnson and Chris Ferrari perform with
the Fairfax Symphony Orchestra. The new concert season begins Saturday, Sept. 11.

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
B
a
r
r
y
 
W

h
e
e
l
e
r
/
F
S
O

See Page 10

Hamilton



2  ❖  Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  September 2-8, 2010 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com



Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  September 2-8, 2010  ❖  3www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

See To Boldly Go,  Page 4

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Gazette

I
n October of 1957, the Soviet Union launched
Sputnik I, the world’s first artificial satellite,
into orbit.

The event ushered in a new fascination with
space exploration and tipped off the space race be-
tween the American and Soviet governments.

By the beginning of 1958, the United States had
sent its own satellite, Explorer I, into space. Con-
gress also created the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration, better
known as NASA, later that year.

But what took the backing of a
world superpower to accomplish
50 years ago may become fodder
for high school curricula in the 21st

century.
Over the past few years, stu-

dents at Thomas Jefferson High
School for Science and Technology have been build-
ing their own satellite called TJ CubeSat. They hope
to become the first group of high school students to
create and launch a satellite themselves this fall.

“It is kind of shocking to people at first when you
tell them. They pause and say ‘Wait, what are you
doing?’” said Alex McGlothlin, a freshman at the
University of Virginia who graduated from Jefferson
last May.

McGlothlin, who lives in Mount Vernon, worked

on the satellite for three years in high school and
was most recently the project’s systems engineer. He
and five other students spent about five to 10 hours
per week on the satellite this summer. Walker
Ferguson, a Great Falls teenager who attends board-
ing school in England, also assisted the team as an
intern with a local aerospace firm.

“TJ wanted to prove that high school students could
build a satellite themselves. … It was a once in a
lifetime opportunity,” said McGlothlin.

APPROXIMATELY 30 to 35 students from Thomas
Jefferson have participated in the creation of the sat-
ellite over the years, with students leaving the project
behind as they graduate.

The satellite began as the primary focus of
Jefferson’s engineering systems class, taught by Adam
Kemp.  Since the beginning, Orbital Sciences Corpo-
ration — a local aerospace engineering firm — has

provided students with men-
tors, financial support and ac-
cess to the company’s facilities
in Herndon.

Unlike many other high
school assignments, Kemp and
other teachers cannot always
point students in the right di-
rection when it comes to de-

signing the satellite. They have no more experience
than the students so the teenagers often consult pro-
fessional engineers at Orbital for guidance.

“It has helped having Orbital just 20 miles away,”
said McGlothlin, who met with the other Jefferson
students at Orbital’s campus on a weekly basis this
summer.

Orbital is also covering the cost of the satellite

To Boldly Go Where …

Teacher Adam Kemp stands with students Devan Samant, Alex McGlothlin, Kristina
Horita, Alishan Hassan and Walker Ferguson. While still in high school, these students
helped build a satellite that they expect to launch into space this fall.

Students hope to be first
high school group to
launch their own satellite.
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“It was a once in a
lifetime opportunity.”

 — Alex McGlothlin,
Jefferson graduate

Dead Body Found on
Fort Belvoir

The body of a deceased male was found Monday, Aug. 30, in a
wooded area on Fort Belvoir. The deceased individual is believed
to be that of a soldier, according to Chris Grey, U.S. Army Crimi-
nal Investigation Command.  The name of the deceased individual
is being withheld as CID investigates the circumstances of the
death and makes notification to the next of kin once positive iden-
tification is made.

More Victims
Scammed by Suspects

Police have determined that two other victims
have been scammed out of their money by at least
two suspects claiming to have a winning lottery
ticket. The most recent was on Friday, July 9,
when a 45-year-old man relinquished nearly
$15,000 in cash to two men he met at a gas sta-
tion believing he would receive a percentage of
the lottery winnings.

One suspect was described as having a heavy
accent and an olive-skinned complexion. He was
about 45 years old, 5 feet 5 inches tall, with a
heavy build and short, light brown hair. He wore
a chain necklace with a two-inch cross on it. The
second suspect was de-
scribed as possibly Bra-
zilian, with a darker
complexion. He was
about 5 feet 2 inches tall
and between 35 and 45
years old and 140 to 155
pounds.

On Friday, May 12,
two suspects used the
lottery ticket scam to
gain $2,000 from a 62-
year-old man they ap-
proached in the parking
lot of a grocery store in the 7600 block of Richmond Highway.
The suspects in this case were described as black, about 5 feet 9
inches tall and between 150 to 165 pounds. One suspect was
about 40 years old and the other was between 22 and 25 years
old.

Anyone with information is asked to contact Crime Solvers by
phone at 1-866-411-TIPS/8477, e-mail at
www.fairfaxcrimesolvers.org or text “TIP187” plus a message to
CRIMES/274637 or call Fairfax County Police at 703-691-2131.

Tax Breaks for Business Owners
The Mt. Vernon-Lee Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring a

business lunch seminar, “Seven Tax Breaks for Business Owners,”
on Sept. 9, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. at the Mt. Vernon Country Club,
5111 Old Mill Road.

Guest speaker is Sean O’Connell, a personal financial special-
ist, CPA, who serves on the Board of Directors of the Northern
Chapter of the Virginia Society of CPAs.

For more information, contact Mt.Vernon-Lee Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Director Holly Dougherty at 703-360-6925.

Discussing ‘Healthcare Wishes’
 Inova Mount Vernon Hospital will present “Loving Conversa-

tions,” a Town Hall event being, from 6:30-8 p.m. at the hospital,
2501 Parker’s Lane, Yellow Entrance, Alexandria, to educate the
community about how to communicate their healthcare wishes
before a health crisis occurs.

A panel of experts will be present to discuss the social, medical
and spiritual aspects of advanced planning and other resources
will be available to assist and inform family members about un-
derstanding their loved ones healthcare wishes. For more infor-
mation call 703-750-8800.

This Week in Mount Vernon

Composite
sketch of
suspect

Video photo of suspect
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Virginia has no problems with poverty,
homelessness, and other social ills.

“I want to remind everyone that there are
a large number of poor people in the Route
1 corridor,” Michell said. She went on to
describe the New Hope housing programs
which she characterized as providing emer-
gency, transitional, and permanent housing
assistance programs that provide “shelter
and dignity to the individuals and families
we serve.”

The Governor’s visit came as part of his
recently issued Executive Order committing
to the development of what he described
as the Commonwealth’s first comprehensive
housing policy. A special Task Force on
Housing, chaired by the Governor’s special
advisor, Bob Sledd, is now working on the
development of housing policy recommen-
dations which are expected in November.

Reactions from attendees to the
Governor’s Northern Virginia visit to the
New Hope shelter facilities, and his com-
mitment to the development of a compre-
hensive housing policy for the Common-
wealth included:

❖ Linda Horner, president-elect, board of
directors, New Hope Housing: “The
Governor’s Executive Order and formation
of a Task Force under Bob Sledd is a great
first step. I look forward to the recommen-
dations which emerge from the Task Force.
One area I hope the TF will explore is cre-
ating incentives for the creation of public-
private partnerships that will expand pri-
vate sector participation in programs that

Statistics
New Hope Housing’s accomplishments last year:

❖ Served over 820 individuals, including 130
children in one or more of its programs.

❖ Provided over 48,000 “bednights” of shelter
through six shelter programs.

❖ Assisted 35 families and 38 single adults in four
transitional and six permanent supportive
housing programs.

❖ Assisted 11 families and 57 single adults to move
from shelter to transitional housing into
permanent housing

❖ Provided homelessness prevention services as
part of Fairfax County’s Homeless Prevention &
Rapid Re-housing program.

As of January 2010 there were 2,434 persons,
including 746 children in families that were home-
less in Northern Virginia (Fairfax, Falls Church,
Arlington, Alexandria). This is an unduplicated
count that took place on a designated night in
January.

More
NEW HOPE HOUSING
8407-E Richmond Highway
Alexandria, VA 22309
www.newhopehousing.org
United Way #8179
CFC #13831

The Mondloch House Shelters managed by New
Hope Housing are located at 3510 Lockheed Blvd.

reduce homelessness.”
❖ Scott Surovell, state delegate: “I hope

the Task Force sees that investing in tax-
payer dollars in homelessness prevention
and mitigation is not only the morally right
thing to do, but also pays tremendous divi-
dends to taxpayers because it avoids much

more expensive taxpayer burdens that re-
sult if these problems are not addressed.”

❖ Phyllis Chamberlain, executive direc-
tor, Virginia Coalition to End Homelessness:
“I am excited about the opportunities that
the Governor’s housing policy presents to
us. This is an opportunity for state and lo-

State Sen. Toddy Puller and Executive Director of New Hope Housing
Pam Michell greet Gov. Robert McDonnell during his tour of Mondloch
House Shelters on Lockheed Boulevard. The Governor, as part of his
northern Virginia outreach effort, met with New Hope Housing senior
staff, and individuals and families benefiting by the shelter services
managed by New Hope Housing.

Governor Tours New Hope Shelter Facilities

cal governments, non-profits, and faith-
based organizations to focus on long-term
solutions to homelessness and not simply
band-aids to the problem. I want to thank
the Governor for his understanding that
housing is critical to any economic devel-
opment initiative. Without housing, a fam-
ily often does not have the stability or op-
portunity they need to increase their self
sufficiency.”
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launch and has donated or bought some
key parts of the machine for the students.
The type of satellite Jefferson is working
with can cost anywhere from $30,000 to
$100,000 overall, according to a report the
students submitted to NASA.

“I think participating in something like
this is a win for Orbital because we see what
kind of talent is out there. We get to know
what type of student is available for jobs
and summer internships,” said John
Brunschwyler, director of a small rocket
launch program at Orbital and student men-
tor.

10 YEARS AGO, Jefferson students would
not have been able to launch a satellite on
their own, said Brunschwyler.

Over the last decade, California Polytech-
nic State University developed an inexpen-
sive satellite platform called CubeSat to al-
low college and graduate students to build
satellites for an affordable price, said
McGlothlin. Previously, it had been not fi-
nancially feasible for such groups to build
a satellite, since they regularly cost several
million dollars to produce and launch, he
added.

The Jefferson students have adopted the
Cal Poly model.

“They are certainly working at a univer-
sity level. This is challenging. It is like giv-
ing kids a really difficult piece of music to
work on,” said Brunschwyler.

While the students from Jefferson are tal-
ented, Brunschwyler said many teenagers
would be up to the challenge of building
and launching a satellite.

“The kids are talented but they are not
magical,” he said.

WORKING with the staff at Orbital has not
only bolstered the students’ technical skills
but also given them a pragmatic look at the
professional world.

Devan Samant, a McLean resident who
worked on the project for two years, said
he learned a lot of valuable lessons about
how to work with other people.

“I found it very interesting how things
work in the real world. I learned a lot about
how to communicate with other engineers,”
said Samant, who has started his freshman
year at the University of Virginia and gradu-
ated from Jefferson last May.

The students often have questions about
project schedules and budgets just as much
as engineering and design. For example,

they want to know what to do when an-
other person won’t return their phone call,
said Brunschwyler.

“It certainly gives them a taste of what it
is going to be like working out in the indus-
try. This is not a college education. This is
practical experience,” he said.

THE SATELLITE, smaller than the size of
a human head, should stay in orbit for any-
where from three months to three years.
McGlothlin said it is expected to launch ei-
ther from the Virginia Coast, California or
possibly Russia this fall.

The mechanism is designed to receive spe-
cial text messages while in space and then
vocalize the words so that they can be heard
with an amateur radio back on earth. The

To Boldly Go Where No High School Has Gone Before
students envision elementary to high school
teachers incorporating the satellite into class
assignments to garner interest in space.

For example, younger students could sign
up on the satellite project website to have
their own personal message broadcasted
from space. A high school statistics class
could model the degradation of the parts
of the satellite over time, according to a
description of the project’s purpose written
by the students.

Thomas Jefferson also hopes other high
schools will be interested in creating a sat-
ellite of their own. They plan to make their
designs, plans and working documents
available on a public website so other team
of high school students can learn from their
mistakes, said the students.

Maxwell Brindle, son of Eugene and Connie
Brindle of Alexandria, has been named to the
Dean’s List at Hamilton College for the 2009 fall
semester. Brindle, a junior majoring in govern-
ment, is a graduate of St. Stephens & St . Agnes
School.

Jason D. Neithamer of Alexandria made
the dean’s list at Bucknell University for the fall
semester. He is the son of Calvin and Susan
Neithamer of Alexandria, and a 2008 graduate of
St. Stephens & St. Agnes School, Alexandria.

Mount Vernon resident and 2006 MVHS

School Notes

graduate, Heather Nocera, graduated from
Virginia Wesleyan College May 15, earning a BA
degree in English and the Virginia state teaching
certification. Nocera was a standout athlete at
MVHS, earning MVP awards for both varsity soft-
ball and gymnastics during her senior year. At VWC
she played Div. III softball for two years. She will
begin graduate work at George Mason University
this fall.

Theresa A. Meehan of Alexandria, Class of
2011, has received Faculty Honors for the 2009 fall
semester.
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RE/MAX Allegiance

Alex./Wessynton $664,900
3008 Sevor Lane

Large, meticulously maintained 5 BR, 3.5 BA
Colonial w/2-car garage & finished bsmt in Mt
Vernon’s premiere contemporary Wessynton.
Pride of ownership is apparent: exterior
painted in ’06, HVAC systems all replaced in
past 5 yrs. Beautiful carpet over hdwd floors
throughout main & upper levels. Large pictur-
esque windows over look beautiful landscap-

ing. Lower level has rec room, den, 2 storage rms, & bath w/large jacuzzi tub. Wessynton
offers pool, tennis, basketball courts & boat launch. 5 minutes to Ft. Belvoir, 15 to Old Town,
25 to Ntl Airport & 30/35 to D.C./Pentagon.

Alex/Mt. Vernon $349,900
7737 Schelhorn Road

Great opportunity to own a nice
detached home on over one half acre
on a unique street with many new
homes – for under $350k! Close to
library, hospital, G.W. Parkway,
Potomac River, Huntington Metro.
Brick ext, freshly painted interior,

vaulted ceiling, parquet wood floors. Wood-burning fireplace in family room.
Double pane windows, skylights. Sold as is–estate sale–but HI welcome.

Alex./Wessynton $639,900
3020 Cunningham Drive

Large 5 BR/2.5 BA Colonial with 2-car
garage and full unfinished basement in Mt.
Vernon’s premiere contemporary subdivi-
sion of Wessynton. This home is priced to
allow some updating. Large covered
screened porch off the family room allows
you to enjoy your beautiful private back-

yard. Wessynton offers a pool, tennis court, and boat launch that allows quick access
to Potomac River – 5 minutes to Ft. Belvoir, 15 to Old Town Alex.

Alex./Wessynton $765,000
3009 Cunningham Drive

Completely remodeled 5 BR, 3.5 BA Colonial
in premiere-contemporary community of
Wessynton. All major systems updated:
kitchen—ceramic tile floor, granite counters,
cabinets, Sub Zero frig, etc.; baths; total
HVAC systems; roof & gutters; thermal win-
dows & freshly painted interior. 2-car
garage. This is “turn key.” Beautiful lot

backing to woods. Wessynton offers boat launch just minutes to Potomac River by boat,
tennis & basketball courts, and pool. 5 minutes to Ft. Belvoir, 15 to Old Town, 25 to
National Airport, 30/35 to D.C./Pentagon.

Alex/Riverside Estates  $514,900
3113 Battersea Lane

Spectacular Colonial on a great lot back-
ing to woods. Large Yorkshire model
w/2-car garage. Numerous updates thru-
out to include kit w/granite counters &
bump out, windows, roof, siding, fur-
nace, gas fpl. Finished basement plus lg
hot tub overlooking beautiful & serene

back yard. Being Sold “As Is” at a great price! Close to Ft. Belvoir, 5 mins to
Reagan National Airport, 30 mins to D.C. & Pentagon.
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Alex/ Mt. Vernon $489,900
8424 Washington Avenue

Absolute Cream Puff! Beautiful 3 BR, 2 BA
Cape Cod /FPL, 3 finished levels & spectacu-
lar detached 2 car garage/workshop w/extra
wide asphalt driveway. Totally updated: kit,
baths, HVAC, energy efficient dbl pane win-
dows, refinished hdwd floors on main &
upper levels, beautiful sun room addition

w/separate HVAC. Finished walkout basement, interior painted, screened porch-spectacu-
lar.42 landscaped lot. 5 mins to Ft. Belvoir, 15 Huntington Metro/Old Town, 35 to D.C.

Alex/Bucknell Manor $338,500
 6932 Vanderbilt Drive

Stunning & meticulous 2-level
Cape Cod loaded w/updates:
kit., both baths, double pane
replacement windows &
washer & dryer on upper level.
Roof in ’03, siding in ’04 & A/C

in ’07. Lg gorgeous bkyd w/newer privacy fence. Mins to shop-
ping & Huntington Metro, 25 mins to Ft. Belvoir.

News

Helping
Students in Need
Thanks to donations
from throughout the
community, on Aug. 26
and 27, United Commu-
nity Ministries (UCM)
was able to distribute
more than 750 back-
packs filled with school
supplies to children in
need. Above, UCM
volunteers Carla Ross,
Alex Pardes, Vanessa
Fujimoto-Gomez and
Joshua Bak-Brevik show
off the backpacks they
had filled with supplies
and were distributing
to local school children.

Activities reported by the Mt. Vernon
police department through Aug. 27.

ROBBERY
Two armed men robbed the 7-

Eleven store at 2405 Fairhaven
Ave. around 11:16 p.m. on
Wednesday, Aug. 18. They took an
undisclosed amount of money and
fled. They were described as about 6
feet tall and wore masks. One suspect
wore a dark-colored striped, button-
up shirt. The second suspect had on a
blue shirt with white long sleeves
and a dark-colored cap. No one was
injured.

BURGLARY
Two men were arrested for

allegedly committing burglary
in the 7500 block of Richmond
Highway around 2:14 a.m. on
Thursday, Aug. 19. A 30-year-old
male of the 4000 block of Kansas
Ave. N.W. in Washington, D.C., and a
29-year-old male were each charged
with burglary, possession of

minor and obstruction of justice.

SEXUAL BATTERY/ ARREST
A 22-year-old man was arrested

for allegedly inappropriately
touching a 15-year-old girl on
Thursday, August 19 around 3:42
p.m. in the 8100 block of Fordson
Road. The 22-year-old male, of the
8800 block of  Badger Drive in
Alexandria, was arrested and charged
with sexual battery. The victim did
not require medical attention.

ROBBERY
A 19-year-old man allegedly

robbed a 12-year-old boy of his
cell phone at gunpoint on Thursday,
Aug. 19 around 5:46 p.m. in the
7100 block of Groveton Gardens
Road. The suspect, of the 7100 block
of  Huntley Creek Place in
Alexandria, was apprehended and
charged with robbery and use of a
firearm in the commission of a
felony. The victim was not injured
and his cell phone was returned.

Crime Report

burglarious tools, wearing masks in
certain places and grand larceny.

A man was arrested after
allegedly burglarizing the Su
Pollo Restaurant, 8741 Richmond
Highway, around 1:46 a.m. on
Thursday, Aug. 12. A 51-year-old
male of the 8700 block of Richmond
Highway in Alexandria, was charged
with burglary and possession of
burglarious tools.

CONTRIBUTING TO THE
DELINQUENCY OF A MINOR
Police responded to a noise

complaint the 8500 block of
Richmond Highway around 1:32 a.m.
on Tuesday, Aug. 17. After a brief
investigation, a 17-year-old boy was
issued a summons for underage
consumption or possession of alcohol
and a 19-year-old man was arrested
for allegedly purchasing alcohol for
the minor and assaulting a law
enforcement officer. The 19-year-old
male, of the 8500 block of Richmond
Highway, was charged with assault
on a law enforcement officer,
contributing to the delinquency of a
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“Right now people do not
know what is going on in
their communities because
nothing is being released.”

— Ginger Stanley, executive director,
Virginia Press Association

From Page 1

News

See Harmful,  Page 7

have been issued to dog owners
caught with their dogs off a leash
in Westgrove Park.

Gil McCutcheon, Mount Vernon
District member of the Fairfax
County Park Authority Board, said
he is awaiting staff comment on
the off leach dog area proposal for
Westgrove Park.

He added, “We can’t afford to let
the park stay in its present condi-
tion,” but had no comment on the
long-range plan for the park.

According to Park Authority
spokeswoman Judy Peterson there
are currently seven designated off
leash dog parks in the County.
Other parks are included in the
master plan provisions for an off
leash dog park but no action to
create them has been taken.
Mount Vernon District currently
has one off leash dog park located
at Grist Mill Park. For dog owners
in the northern part of Mount
Vernon district, PACK members
estimate that it would take ap-
proximately 20 minutes to get
there by car.

Steven Nixon, president of
PACK, said there is no long range
master plan for Westgrove Park
unlike those for most Fairfax
County parks. Peterson said that
the Park Authority has been re-
sponsible for the Westgrove Park
since 2001.

The entrance to Westgrove Park
is immediately south of Belle View
Elementary School, on Fort Hunt
Road. There is a small parking area
adjacent to a chain link fence that
has a small opening where visitors

can enter. There is a road and trail
of about 50 yards that leads down
to an open commons area field of
three and one half acres. This grassy
area is surrounded by mature for-
estland that on its eastern lower
edge combines with a wetlands area
that links to the Dyke Marsh wild-
life preserve adjacent to the Mount
Vernon Parkway. Dog owners fre-
quenting the park attest to the pres-
ence of deer, squirrels, raccoons,

rabbits, fox, and a variety of birds
that regularly use the area.

Glenda Booth, president of
Friends of Dyke Marsh, said, “We
do not support further develop-
ment of Westgrove park.”

As evidence of the fragile nature
of the Dyke Marsh and Westgrove
nature areas Booth cited the fol-
lowing statistics: “Recent Belle
Haven watershed management
analysis, which encompasses this

area, found that 80 percent of the
streams in this area are in less than
adequate condition … 26 percent
are in fair condition; 46 percent
are in poor condition; 28 percent
are in very poor condition. There
is a pattern of land use and devel-
opment that is creating problems
for all of our streams, forests, and
wetlands areas in Fairfax County.

As to the prospect that
Westgrove could be developed into

PACK Doggedly Pursues Leash Dog Area

a ballpark or lacrosse playing field,
Booth said that her children all
played youth league sports and
benefited by the presence of parks
which offered ball fields; however,
she could not support ballparks or
lacrosse fields at Westgrove for her
previously stated reasons.

Nixon said, “We are nature lov-
ers, and we believe that having
dogs at the park actually helps
Dyke Marsh. Unlike a ball park
[McCutcheneon, according to
PACK, has in the past proposed
establishing a lighted ballpark on
the property] we do not need fer-
tilizers, herbicides, nor do we at-
tract heavy people loads, or re-
quire additional parking.

“We are simply asking for in-
terim off leash dog excercise sta-
tus until the County decides what
it wants to do with the land. We
are not asking the County to pro-
vide any improvements; we are
happy with the Park as is. We
would like to exercise our dogs off
leash at Westgrove without fear of
getting ticketed by Fairfax County
Animal Control.”

Members of Pumphouse Association for Canine Kindness (PACK) at the Westgrove
Park on Fort Hunt Road include, from left, Mary Tracey, Pete Spring, Steven Nixon and
Don Kellerman.
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Fairfax County
Leash Law

Section 41.1-2-4. Unrestricted dogs
prohibited; Leash Law. Subsection (a)
No dog shall run unrestricted, as defined
in Section 41.1-1-1, in the County …
this section shall not apply to … an area
owned, leased, controlled, or operated
by Fairfax County designated by Reso-
lution of the Board of Supervisors as an
off-leash dog exercise area, or while a
dog is in an area owned, leased, con-
trolled, or operated by the Fairfax
County Park Authority as an off-leash or
dog exercise area ….

By Michael Lee Pope

The Gazette

I
s a lack of transparency among Vir-
ginia police agencies harmful to the
public interest? That’s a question that
could be put to judges across the com-

monwealth, if the Virginia Freedom of In-
formation Advisory Council approves a pro-
posal considered last week by one of its sub-
committees.

“The mechanism that the subcommittee
is exploring at this point is the one that
places the burden on the petitioner,” said
Craig Fifer, chairman of the council’s Crimi-
nal Investigative Records Subcommittee.
“The burden would be on the petitioner to
explain why the record would be needed.”

During a meeting in Richmond last week,
members of the subcommittee considered
a bill introduced earlier this year by state
Sen. John Edwards (D-21) of Roanoke. His

bill would have allowed access in cases that
are no longer under investigation, although
he offered a compromise provision during
the subcommittee meeting that would al-
low people seeking documents to go before
a judge. Unlike most other states, Virginia
law gives police agencies broad discretion
to deny access to a wide array of documents.
That means victims of crime and the gen-
eral public are routinely denied access to
documents widely available elsewhere—

regardless of what the case is about, and
regardless of whether the case is open or
closed.

“There’s no identifiable public policy rea-
son to maintain confidentiality of records
after a public criminal proceeding is over,”
Edwards said. “I’m reminded that Truman
Capote wrote ‘In Cold Blood’ well after the
trial was over.”

“Other than people out there who want
to write books like Truman Capote, I don’t

think we’ve heard a compelling need for
this,” said Alexandria Commonwealth’s
Attorney Randy Sengel. “It’s designed to
address a problem that really doesn’t ex-
ist, and it would create a situation that’s
much worse than what we have today.”

POLICE CHIEFS, prosecutors and sher-
iffs from across Virginia showed up at
the subcommittee meeting to oppose
Edwards bill and his compromise effort.

When the floor was opened for comments,
speaker after speaker came out against the
effort to increase transparency. They said
incident reports were raw and unedited
documents full of accusations and opinions
that would reveal police operations to crimi-
nals. Opening these documents for public
review, opponents charged, would create a
chilling effect on victims and witnesses com-
ing forward to share information.

“We’ve got to be very careful about raw
information that’s in all of these files that
can harm reputations, ruin reputations,
damage business and damage society,” said
Danville Police Chief Philip Broadfoot. “All
of that information is just too dangerous to
be released.”

Open-government advocates submitted
written statements and testified before the
subcommittee that the current process is too

Harmful to the Public? Open-government advocates clash with public-
safety officials over access to police documents.
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Great deals on cabinetry for kitchens, bathrooms, garages, basements or
wherever you need cabinets to maximize your storage and living space.

In-stock flat panel birch doors available in 3 finishes. Choose vanity tops,
faucets, sinks and other products at substantially reduced prices.

Hours of Operation: Monday – Friday 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Reico Clearance Center
6790 Commercial Drive, Springfield, VA 22151

1-800-REICO-11 (734-2611)
www.reico.com/clearancecenter

Visit us today and find your great deal!

Save at the Reico Clearance Center!

Specializing in
❦ Hair Style & Cut ❦ Highlights ~ Foil/Cap

❦ Perm ❦ Hair Extension

1703 Belle View Boulevard, Alexandria
703-765-4744 • www.lapetitehairstylists.com

Brazilian BlowoutBEFORE AFTER

• Japanese Perm
Hair Straightening

• Manicure & Pedicure
• Wax

La Petite Hairstylists The Center for Skin Cancer
and MOHS Surgery

Treatments for
Basal Cell Carcinoma � Squamous Cell Carcinoma

Malignant Melanoma � Other Skin Cancers

Dr. Amir A. Bajoghli
is a board-certified and Fellowship-trained
MOHS Surgeon and skin cancer specialist

8130 Boone Blvd. #340
Tysons Corner

703-893-1114

2200 Opitz Blvd. #245
Woodbridge

703-492-4140

From Page 6

News

secretive. Megan Rhyne, associ-
ate director of the Virginia Coali-
tion for Open Government, wrote
that records in closed cases should
be presumed open. Hope
Amezquita, legislative counsel for
the American Civil Liberties Union
of Virginia, agreed that opening
criminal records for review would
encourage accountability of law-
enforcement agencies.

“Right now people do not know
what is going on in their commu-
nities because nothing is being re-
leased,” said Ginger Stanley, ex-
ecutive director of the Virginia
Press Association. “This is one of
the highest concerns we have in
the press association.”

MEMBERS OF THE SUBCOM-
MITTEE were not interested in
pursuing the version of Edwards’
bill as it was introduced earlier this
year, which would have opened up
documents in cases that are
closed. But they may be interested
in another version of the effort.
During a discussion of allowing a
judge to determine availability,
subcommittee member Del. Mor-
gan Griffith (R-8) suggested a
variation on Edwards’ compromise
that would put the burden on the
petitioner rather than the govern-
ment.

“That’s the only direction I think
we could go in to resolve this,” said
Griffith. “I think what Senator
Edwards is trying to get at may not
be able to be reached, but I do
think it may be possible to create
some kind of petitioning process.”

Chairman Fifer concluded the
meeting by directing the
subcommittee’s staff to prepare a
draft of potential legislation. Af-
ter the meeting, Fifer was clear
that the preparation of a draft is
not necessarily an endorsement of
it. Once the draft is completed,
members of the subcommittee will
take another look at language and
make a determination on it. If they
endorse the idea, the draft legis-
lation could go before all members
of the Virginia Freedom of Infor-
mation Advisory Council in ad-
vance of the next session of the
General Assembly. That would
clear the way for a debate between
open-government advocates and
public-safety officials.

“I believe this is a good first
step,” said Stanley after the meet-
ing concluded. “The idea of clari-
fying and coming to some sort of
uniform understanding through-
out the commonwealth is a laud-
able goal.”

Yet even in its amended form,

Harmful to the Public?
the effort is likely to come under
intense opposition.

“It’s impractical,” said Sengel
after the meeting. “Frankly, I just
don’t think that our court system
can handle the workload at this
point. We are already stretched to
the limit with the resources we
have, and I just think this is a lot
of potential litigation we don’t
need to be engaging in.”
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Code Red
Opinion

T
his summer, despite the heat, we’ve
had fewer “Code Red” air quality
days than one might have expected,
possibly a result of the slower

economy.
On “Code Red” days, children, older people

and people with asthma, heart or respiratory
problems should reduce outdoor activities.
Even healthy individuals should limit strenu-

ous outdoor work and exer-
cise.

The primary causes of air
pollution in Northern Virginia

are vehicle emissions and pollution from coal-
burning power plants here and to the west.

Approximately 60-70 percent of the pollut-
ants that cause ground-level ozone are created
from vehicles, lawn mowers, other garden
equipment and common household products,
according to the Washington Metropolitan
Council of Governments.

Here are a few suggestions to help air qual-
ity in the short term:

❖ Limit driving, combine trips or work from
home.

❖ Use area bus and rail lines.
❖ Avoid mowing lawns with gasoline-pow-

ered motors.

Editorials

We cruise into the last week of summer va-
cation for most Virginia school districts with
temperatures in the high 90s and “Code Red”
air quality, the state mandate to delay open-
ing schools until after Labor Day doesn’t seem
like such a bad thing.

While students across the river in Montgom-
ery County headed back to the classroom on
Monday, Aug. 30, Virginia students have an

❖ Refuel vehicles after dusk; avoid idling.
❖ Conserve electricity, turn up the thermo-

stat for air conditioning, turn off unneeded
lights.

For the air quality forecast for Northern Vir-
ginia and links to maps, see http://
www.deq.virginia.gov/airquality.

Starting School after Labor Day
extra eight days of summer break.

Long held up as an example of corporate
influence over the General Assembly (King’s
Dominion makes strategic donations to state
delegates and senators while lobbying for the
“start after Labor Day” rule), if the result is
that families have a little more time for vaca-
tion, possibly giving the economy a little boost
in the process, perhaps no harm is done.

Letters to the Editor
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MVCCA Board
Responds
To the Editor:

To read the weekly criticisms of the Mount
Vernon Council of Citizens’ Associations
(MVCCA), chronicled almost exclusively by a
lone individual, one might think the organiza-
tion deserves no standing in our community,
has no useful purpose, and is composed of a
handful of individuals dedicated to ruining our
way of life. Nothing could be further from the
truth. As MVCCA Co-chairs we strive to lead a
respectable organization that serves its mission
and its membership. As an unwritten policy
we normally do not address individuals that
have no standing in the MVCCA, particularly
those with self-seeking agendas whose com-
plaints have little or no merit. This letter has
been submitted to the Gazette to inform the
Mount Vernon community of the reality of the
MVCCA, and to set the record straight.

Founded in 1969, the MVCCA has continu-
ously represented the interests of member citi-
zens’ associations in the Mount Vernon District.
Literally hundreds of volunteers have served
this outstanding community organization in
various capacities over the years, whether it
has been as a member of one of the eight stand-
ing committees, a special committee, or on the
Board of Directors as a committee chair, secre-
tary, treasurer or co-chair. It has been offered
that the MVCCA is a “special interest group”
and does not represent a majority of citizens.
Allowing for the fact that most associations lo-
cated south and west of Fort Belvoir generally
belong to our sister organization, the South
County Federation, and taking into account
those non-residential areas that are publicly
or commercially owned, it is clear that the
MVCCA does, in fact, represent an overwhelm-
ing percentage of residents. It is no wonder
that Supervisor Hyland and other supervisors
on the Fairfax County Board listen carefully to
the formal positions taken by the Mount Vernon
Council and other Councils in the Mount
Vernon District. We are by far the most proac-

tive citizens’ council in all of Fairfax County
and have influenced policy beyond our bor-
ders.

Refined over the years, our by-laws
(www.mvcca.org/docs/bylaws.pdf) continue
to serve as the guiding document of this vol-
unteer organization, even as numerous indi-
viduals have served their community via the
MVCCA and then moved on. We take these by-
laws seriously.

In repeated misguided missives to the Ga-
zette, the detractor offered that the current
Environment and Recreation Chair is violat-
ing one of the MVCCA by-laws by also serving
on the Fairfax County Wetlands Board (FCWB).
The conflict would arise if, in fact, sitting on
the FCWB would qualify as a “policy-making
position in Fairfax County.” This charge was
investigated nine months ago and found to be
of no merit. It turns out that the enabling leg-
islation requiring Fairfax County to establish
a Wetlands Board makes no mention or sug-
gestion of the word “policy” in any form. As
stated by officials at the Virginia Marine Re-
sources Commission during our investigation,
the wetlands boards’ purpose is not to estab-
lish policy; rather they “shall preserve and pre-
vent the despoliation and destruction of wet-
lands within its jurisdiction while accommo-
dating necessary economic development in a
manner consistent with wetlands preserva-
tion.” The statute allows for “rules and proce-
dures” for each individual board, but the effi-
cient functioning of the committee is a far cry
from establishing policy for the entire County.
Furthermore, all Wetlands Boards across the
Commonwealth report to the Wetlands Board
Commissioner within the Virginia Marine Re-
sources Division — not the local elected offi-
cials of the area they serve.

In another baseless attempt to discredit the
MVCCA regarding the APR nominations, the
detractor laughably accused the MVCCA of
overstepping its bounds through a
mischaracterization of the genuine, inclusive
effort to improve the existing Comprehensive
Plan (CP). [As many readers already know, the
CP is the guiding document for development

and redevelopment activities as we move for-
ward into the future. APR nominations can
change the plan after going through an estab-
lished process with the Fairfax County Board
of Supervisors having the final say.] The
MVCCA Special Committee for Long Range
Strategic Planning developed and organized
several nominations through an open, public
process that included various organizations
and literally hundreds of individuals beyond
the MVCCA. These nominations truly reflect
the desires and needs of the citizenry of the
Mount Vernon District. Throughout the pro-
cess, the MVCCA has been fully cognizant of
the possible need and substantial cost of a
Chapter 527 traffic study required by some
nominations, and has successfully explored
various means to enable a non-profit citizens
group to participate in the CP process without
fronting the substantial cost. This entire pro-
cess — planned and executed by your neigh-
bors in the MVCCA — has been a huge victory
for all citizens of the Mount Vernon District.

Another example of an effort to distort pub-
lic opinion of the MVCCA was the unwarranted
bashing of the recent MVCCA Gala. This tradi-
tional event honors those volunteers and pil-
lars of the community who have served the
Mount Vernon area in any number of benefi-
cial capacities throughout the years. While it
is unfortunate that the event lost money dur-
ing one of the worst economic times in this
country’s history, we are not generally con-
cerned. Attendance was, in fact, lower than
normal due to factors including timing and
venue; the unavailability of Gerry Hyland to
attend was an unfortunate coincidence of
scheduling. We move forward with confidence
that future MVCCA Galas will enjoy higher at-
tendance during better economic times and of
course will feature the District Supervisor in
attendance.

Finally, let’s review the charge that a recent
decline in attendance at MVCCA meetings is
somehow a reflection of the current Board of
Directors. Historically, attendance at MVCCA
meetings correlates directly with the time of
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People

New Business
The traditional Lion Dance, the Muping Dance Troup and Tai Chi
Performers celebrated the opening of the Whole Health Medical
Center and Spa on Saturday, June 26, at 6910 Richmond High-
way. The center will offer a combination of Eastern and Western
holistic medicine and spa treatments. For more information on
Whole Health, visit www.wholehealthmedicalcenters.com or call
703-901-6588.

Jo Ann McBridge makes gifts with a twist, origami made from U.S.
currency and maps.

Belle View Hosts Craft Fair

Star, a golden retriever, found
what he was looking for on
Heather Boyce’s table filled with
crocheted items.

Ellen Young displays her jewelry
made with gold and silver and
semi-precious stones.

A dozen or so tables were set up in the Belle View Village Center for a summer
craft fair on Saturday, Aug. 21. Jewelry, fabric crafts, paper art and a crochet arts
were on display.
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T
hree student officers, Ashraf
Elmelik, president; Ryan
Pierpoint, vice president, and

Alexander Case, communications officer, ac-
companied by their Faculty Advisor Kenneth
Balbuena, of the Kiwanis Circle K Interna-
tional (CKI) Club at Northern Virginia Com-
munity College (NOVACC) in Alexandria,
participated in the CKI International Con-
ference in St. Louis, Mo., from Aug. 5-7.

Their goal was to improve their skills in
CKI’s objectives of leadership, fellowship,
and service.

Elmelik and Pierpoint are West Potomac
Kiwanis Key Club alums who founded this

college-level club earlier this year to con-
tinue their tradition of service to their com-
munity through Kiwanis.

This trip was paid for mainly by the North-
ern Virginia Community College and partly
by the CKI Club’s sponsoring organization,
the Mount Vernon Kiwanis Club.

For more information about the Mount
Vernon Kiwanis Club, which sponsors com-
munity service clubs in four area high
schools and one elementary school as well
as at NOVACC Alexandria, see its website
at www.mtvernonvakiwanis.org or its
FaceBook Page or send a message to
brucemalkin1@gmail.com.

The Kiwanis Circle K International (CKI) Club at Northern Virginia Com-
munity College delegation wearing “Crab Hats” for a special event at CKI
Convention in St. Louis. From left are Faculty Advisor Ken Balbuena,
President “Ash” Elmelik, Vice President Ryan Pierpoint, and Communica-
tions Officer Alex Case.

Students Attend International Conference

Graham Kolle, a resident of Fort Hunt,
Alexandria, is participating in the 45th sea-
son of the Boston University Tanglewood
Institute. Graham has studied double bass
for 7.5 years. A senior at West Potomac High
School, he is the son of Bernard Kolle and
Rachel Pharr.

This Fort Hunt resident will work with
members of the BSO, BU faculty, and visit-
ing artists.

Esther Cha, 24, of Alexandria, has
been accepted into the Peace Corps and
departed for Niger on July 7, to begin pre-
service training as a Community and Youth
Education Peace Corps volunteer. Upon
graduation from volunteer training in Oc-

tober, Cha will be increasing awareness of
the importance of both formal and infor-
mal education, especially for females, im-
proving the quality of teaching by assisting
with teacher training, and creating oppor-
tunities for more community based organi-
zations.

Cha is the daughter of Mynng Soo and
Sun Cha, and a graduate of Mount Vernon
High School in Alexandria.

She then attended Virginia Polytechnic
Institute and State University, where she
earned a Bachelor of Arts in international
studies and French, graduating in 2004.
Cha previously worked as a youth coordi-
nator for special needs students at the
YMCA.

People Notes
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Music

See Profiles,  Page 18

See Orchestra,  Page 18

CHRISTIAN FERRARI
Age: 42
Instrument(s): Trumpet
Town of Residence: Alexandria
Years in FSO: became a member

in 2008 but have subbed for 10 years
Studied Music At: Syracuse

University and New England Conser-
vatory

Career Outside of FSO: I am a
member of “The President’s Own”
U.S. Marine Band.

Groups Other Than The FSO:
Besides playing the Marine Band and
the FSO, I play at a variety of
churches and have played on several
studio projects for various publishing
companies.

Did you grow up/go to high school
or college in this area? Where?

No, I grew up in Rome, N.Y.
What sparked your interest in mu-

sic? How old were you? When did
you know you wanted to play profes-
sionally?

I started playing trumpet in 6th
grade and really loved the sound. My
father played me recordings of sev-
eral trumpet artists including Doc
Severinsen, Maurice Andre and
Wynton Marsalis. I realized I wanted
to try to play professionally around
10 or 11th grade when I started to
think about going to school for mu-
sic.

What is one piece of advice you
would give to a young person who is
deciding how serious he/she is about
music?

You can ask yourself a few ques-
tions. Do you love playing your
instrument more than anything else?

Do you get excited when you hear
professional musicians play your in-
strument and want to emulate them?

Are you willing to spend many
hours learning about and practicing
your instrument every day ?

If so, then you should search for a
good teacher and give it all you got.

What is one piece of advice you
would give to someone who has
stopped playing an instrument but
would like to take it up again?

Since you already know how to
generally play your instrument, you
should take the time to practice pro-
ductively and take care to learn to
play as efficiently and as relaxed as
possible.

What is your favorite piece to
play?

I enjoy playing all types of music
but probably my most favorite are
Orchestral Pops and theater or “pit”
work.

What are other local music ven-
ues/experiences that you would
recommend?

I would recommend hearing any of
the premier military bands in the
D.C. area. Classical or Jazz, they have
some of the best players in the coun-
try! All their concerts are free and
they perform in many different ven-
ues around the area. They also often
feature amazing soloists which is al-
ways a treat for me.

Is there any other information you
would like to share about your fam-
ily? Do you have relatives/children
who also perform?

My wife is a professional bassoon-
ist freelancer in the area and has
performed with the FSO many times
over the past 10 years. She has also
performed with the National Sym-
phony Orchestra and the Eclipse
Chamber Orchestra.

Where do you “hang out?” What
do you like to do when you are not
working?

I have two children and they take

up most of my time :)
What is your favorite thing about

playing with the FSO?
I enjoy getting to play with a full

string section.

ANDREW HESSE
Age: 26
Instrument(s): Cello
Town of Residence: Alexandria
Years in FSO: This will be my

third season
Studied Music At: Northwest-

ern University and Illinois Wesleyan
Career Outside of FSO: I teach

music lessons privately, play in other
regional orchestras, and perform
with a quartet for weddings, etc.

Groups Other Than The FSO:
National Philharmonic Orchestra,
Maryland Symphony Orchestra, Al-
exandria Symphony Orchestra,
McLean Orchestra.

Did you grow up/go to high school
or college in this area? Where?

No, I grew up in Illinois.
What sparked your interest in mu-

sic? How old were you? When did
you know you wanted to play profes-
sionally?

I can’t think of a time when I was
not interested in music. My mom
likes to say that I was singing songs
along with the radio before I could
talk. I started playing the cello when
I was 5-years old because my grand-
mother played. The decision to play
professionally was a bit more
gradual. I took some time away from
the cello in 8th grade and was rein-
vigorated when I started back up in
high school. I would say that I knew
for sure that I wanted to pursue mu-
sic professionally by my junior year
of high school.

What is one piece of advice you
would give to a young person who is
deciding how serious he/she is about
music?

Music is one of the few activities
we start as children that can be a part
of our lives well into adulthood. For
instance, after you graduate from
high school, there are fewer and
fewer opportunities to participate in
organized sports. However, you can
find fulfillment in music in so many
different ways regardless of age or
what profession you ultimately
chose. My 88-year old grandmother,
for example, still plays her cello at
home and plays in the bell choir at
church.

For those students who are consid-
ering music as a profession, I would
say that it is a difficult path with
many ups and downs along the way.
However, if it is something you love,
a career in music can be very reward-
ing.

Chris Ferrari of Alexan-
dria plays trumpet for
the Fairfax Symphony
Orchestra.

Musician Profiles

Let me introduce you to the Fairfax
Symphony Orchestra (FSO), an impor-
tant part of your new community.

From our unique and valuable educa-
tion programs in County schools, to our
free summer concerts in the parks, to our
fabulous concert season throughout the
year at George Mason University’s Cen-
ter for the Arts, we are everywhere you
are. Take advantage of our low ticket
prices, convenient location, and neigh-
borly environment and come to a con-
cert this season.

Founded in 1957, the FSO has grown to be one of
the finest regional orchestras in the country. We rou-
tinely welcome world-class guest artists to perform
with us on our stage, and are committed to fostering
music education for every age group, from the young-
est beginning student, to the adult learner. Our highly
trained, professional musicians come to us from all

walks of life: they are teachers in the pub-
lic schools, members of military bands,
computer technicians, bank tellers, moth-
ers, fathers, and neighbors that you might
even know! Their love of performing and
music draws them together.

Ticket prices are $25, $35, or $55 for
adults and $5 for students under 18. Visit
us on the web at www.fairfaxsymphony.org
today to find out more and join our email
list to hear about special ticket offers and
other events before anyone else.

Best of all, we are right here in your own
backyard. Here’s my personal invitation to you and
your family — come hear us this year. You’ll be glad
you did.

See you at the Symphony.

Christopher Zimmerman
Music Director

Zimmerman

Welcome to the FSO

T
he Fairfax Symphony
Orchestra’s 2010-11 sea-
son repertoire will in-

clude performances at George
Mason University’s Center for the
Arts in Fairfax, and the expansion
of their performances to the new
Hylton Performing Arts Center on
the GMU campus in Manassas.

“We are thrilled to be perform-
ing in Merchant Hall at the stun-
ningly beautiful new Hylton Per-
forming Arts Center,” said Eliza-
beth Murphy, executive director of
the Fairfax Symphony Orchestra.

“This is a great opportunity for
the orchestra to expand both its
audience and its opportunity to
play together,” said Maestro Chris-
topher Zimmerman, who is enter-
ing his second year as Fairfax Symphony Orchestra’s
music director. “This orchestra is definitely up to the
challenges presented by adding another venue.”

THE SEASON WILL OPEN Sept. 11 with
Tchaikovsky’s “The Tempest Fantasy-Overture,”
Schumann’s Piano Concerto, and Rachmaninoff ’s
Third Symphony. Tchaikovsky and Rachmaninoff
have always been staple fare of the FSO, and deserv-
edly so, since these two composers have penned some
of the most heartfelt and passionate music ever. “Here
are two major works of theirs which, unaccountably,
are not particularly known to both orchestras and
audiences alike, but they show every bit the inspira-
tion and mastery of their better known cousins
‘Romeo and Juliet’ and Symphony No. 2,” said
Zimmerman. The guest artist is the French pianist
Philippe Bianconi who, according to Zimmerman, “is
both a beautiful pianist and profound interpreter.”

The Oct. 23 concert highlights the FSO and the
fine players within it. As part of its three-year Sibelius
exploration, the FSO will perform the symphonic
fantasy “Pojhola’s Daughter,” another of his wonder-
fully evocative tales. Mozart’s Sinfonia Concertante
features FSO Concertmaster David Salness and Gre-
gory Rupert, principal viola, as soloists. Bartok’s Con-
certo for Orchestra makes similar virtuosic demands

on individual players
and orchestral sections
alike, allowing the FSO
to, as Zimmerman said,
“place the spotlight on
itself.”

0n Nov. 20, guest con-
ductor Eckart Preu will
lead the orchestra in a
performance of music
from the first half of the
19th century and the
second half of the 20th.
Zimmerman described
the musical selections as
“sparkling, clean, and
clear.” The mischief and
humor of Rossini’s La
Cenerentola Overture
contrasts with the

drama and poetic introspection of Mendelssohn’s
Symphony No. 3 of the early Romantic Period. Both
are counterbalanced by the unpredictability and
rhythmic intensity of John Adams’ Violin Concerto
which reaches almost hypnotic proportions when
played by guest artist, Timothy Fain on violin.

THE JAN. 15, 2011 program will mark both the
Fairfax Symphony’s first concert in a series of double
performances, and its debut performance at the beau-
tiful new Hylton Performing Arts Center in Manassas.
From England, Central Europe and the United States,
Zimmerman has chosen three masterpieces that he
believes aptly exemplify Western music’s profound
and beautiful legacy. Bernstein’s Overture to
“Candide” and Dvorak’s Symphony No. 9,
“From the New World” are traditional audience
favorites, beloved in the repertoire. Walton’s Vio-
lin Concerto, not as frequently performed,
will feature guest artist Chee-Yun, who returns
to the FSO after her acclaimed performance of Sylvie
Bodorova’s “Concerto dei Fiore” in its 2008-09 sea-
son.

The first part of the 20th century was one of the
richest and most exciting eras in all of Western mu

Orchestra Growth Continues
Fairfax Symphony Orchestra opens season Sept. 11.

Paul Johnson of Alexandria plays
trumpet for the Fairfax Symphony
Orchestra.
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Over 20 Years of Experience

703-354-4333 • www.metrogutter.com
Licensed, Bonded, Insured • Financing Available

Serving
VA, MD & DC

Services Provided:
• Gutter Cleaning, Repair

& Replacement

• Chimney Cleaning,
Repair & Replacement

• Exterior Carpentry

• Aluminum Wrapping
• Pressure Washing

* Roofing/Siding Repair
& Replacement

* Window Replacement
* Solar Thermal

(Hot Water)
* Solar Electric (PV)
* Weatherization,

Insulation & More

UP TO $500 OFF
ANY INSTALLATION

Take 15% OFF up to $500
Total Discount

Let Us Help You
Maintain
& Protect

Your Home!

FREE ENERGY AUDIT
& 10% DISCOUNT

UP TO $300
With Complete Roof, Siding,

and/or Window Replacement.

*Eligible for energy tax credits & rebates

Come Taste the Difference
Two Convenient Alexandria Locations

Open 7 days a week
Bradlee Belle View

3690J King Street 1600A Belle View Blvd.
703.820.8600 571.384.6880

www.unwinedva.com

Put Us to
The Test
❦ Selection
❦ Service
❦ Price

Letters

From Page 8

See Letters,  Page 18

year (summer attendance is al-
ways low for obvious reasons) as
well as with the significance of the
issues affecting the community.
One need only look at attendance
figures when items such as County
budgets and taxation, North Hill,
Kings Crossing and other notable
projects are being debated.
Smaller issues simply draw a
smaller crowd. Also, each member
organization of the MVCCA is en-
titled to have designated represen-
tatives sit on all of the MVCCA
Committees. Some choose not to
do so, even though they have that
entitlement.

When assessing these un-
founded attacks on citizen volun-
teers it is important for the reader
to understand that the one com-
plaining individual was previously
a member of the MVCCA Board of
Directors for a brief period in
2007. His service was terminated
when he was removed from office
for a conflict of interest after he
made the questionable decision to
sue the president of his own citi-
zens association. His efforts in that
regard were a failure, as are his
current efforts to undermine the
primary citizen representation for
our District. We will leave it to the
reader to decide where this

individual’s motivations really lie.
Despite the likelihood of future
attempts by our detractor to gar-
ner the spotlight with creatively
twisted interpretations, we will
not be dissuaded from our mission
to serve the public interest. We will
not be engaging in an endless
round of point-counterpoint; this
will very likely be our only re-
sponse to set the record straight.

We remind all of you in the
Mount Vernon community that the
MVCCA is here to serve you and
your concerns.

We are active, vibrant, and out-
spoken. We do not stand on the
sidelines and complain while oth-
ers move this District forward. We
simply do good work. Most impor-
tantly we are an open organiza-
tion (all meetings are open to the
general public) and invite all eli-
gible associations to join and be-
come voting members of the Coun-
cil. We look forward to seeing you
at any one of our monthly com-
mittee meetings or at the monthly
General Council. Visit
www.mvcca.org for more informa-
tion.

David Plummer
Al Bornmann

Robert Reynolds
MVCCA Co-chairs

Restoring
Dyke Marsh
To the Editor:

I read with interest the letter in
last week’s Gazette from Glenda
C. Booth, president of the Friends
of Dyke Marsh. Her letter de-
scribed the beauty of the marsh,
the fact that it is a national trea-
sure, and its role in enhancing
water quality in the Potomac River
as well as in providing a habitat
for wildlife. She is correct. How-
ever, the sentence that drew my
attention is: “Commendably, the
U.S. National Park Service is mov-
ing to restore damaged areas.” The
average reader would not realize
that this sentence is referring to a
proposal to fill in 270 acres of the
Potomac River to recapture por-
tions of dyke marsh that existed
100 years ago, but subsequently
were destroyed by mining opera-
tions that removed sand and
gravel from the bed of the Potomac
River, causing a significant portion
of the marsh to disappear.

I spoke with Brent Steury this
week. He is a natural resources
program manager for the George
Washington Memorial Parkway
Park who is involved in the pro
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Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

Schaeffer Makes the Right
Moves in Musical, “Chess”
Streamlined pop-rock
musical hits heights.

Scott Suchman/The Connection

Jeremy Kushnier with the Ensemble singing “One Night In Bangkok” in
“Chess” at Virginia’s Signature Theatre through Sept. 26, 2010.

Where & When
“Chess” plays through Sept. 26 at

Signature Theatre, 4200 Campbell
Avenue in Shirlington. Performances
are Tuesday - Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.,
Thursday - Saturday at 8 p.m., Satur-
day - Sunday at 2 p.m. and Sunday at
7 p.m. Tickets are $55 - $81. Call 703-
573-7328 or log on to www.signature-
theatre.org.

By Brad Hathaway

The Gazette

S
ignature Theatre’s Artistic Director
Eric Schaeffer has turned his atten-
tion to a musical that has never quite

worked and created a high-tech, high-sheen,
high-volume version of the mod-pop musical
“Chess” that spins its story more efficiently
and, in many ways, more effectively than its
previous versions had.

“Chess” was originally created as a concept
album by lyricist Tim Rice who had had great
success with two other musicals that began
as concept albums, “Jesus Christ Superstar”
and “Evita.” For those, his composer had been
Andrew Lloyd Webber, but he was busy with
“Cats,” so Rice teamed with Benny Andersson
and Bjorn Ulvaeus of ABBA to create a rock
musical score with a distinctly pop sound. This
was in 1984. The cold war was raging and
Rice wanted to create a piece about interna-
tional power plays and the way superpowers
manipulate people in their ploys using the
game of chess as an allegory.

Putting the highly successful music of the
album (which included songs that became hits
singles such as “One Night in Bangkok”) on a
stage has been a mixed bag, however. A Lon-
don production ran nearly three years and
was a financial success, but was criticized for
an unorthodox telling of a confusing story. A
Broadway version with a completely re-writ-
ten plot was a quick financial failure although
it was praised for strong performances.

Schaeffer’s version, which will play through
Sept. 26 in Signature’s 269-seat theater in
Shirlington, offers equally strong perfor-
mances in a streamlined storytelling structure
that, if not fixing all the problems of earlier
versions, at least solves most of them and then
covers up the remainder with theatrical piz-
zazz that keeps the audience from focusing
on plot weaknesses until after the show is over
and the music has died down.

In the process, he has brought the running
time of the show down to under two and a
half hours of fast-paced highlights. This is no
small accomplishment if you consider how
difficult it must be to make a compelling dra-
matic musical out of anything quite as static
and silent as a chess match. As the leading
lady sings at one point: “a game in which si-
lence is golden and speaking a crime.“

The love triangle between an American and
a Russian chess master and the woman who
leaves one for the other has been cast with
Broadway stars who bring big voices and
strong stage presence to the piece. Most im-
pressive is Euan Morton, best known for his
role as Boy George in his Broadway debut in
“Taboo.” The strength and clarity of his voice
and the intensity of his performance are im-
pressive all evening long. Matching Morton’s
Russian chess master is Jeremy Kushnier as
the American bad boy chess star who believes
in mind games off the board as well as on. He

sounds just a bit hoarse at times and doesn’t
quite match Morton in his ability to make the
most of Rice’s sometimes convoluted lyrics
with their rich imagery, frequently flippant hu-
mor and recurring concepts.

The leading lady in all this is Jill Paice, who’s
Broadway credits include “The Woman in
White” and “Curtains,” but who will be re-
membered most by Signature audiences for
her role in “Ace” on this same stage. That such
a strong voice could emanate from such a
slight frame is at time surprising and she isn’t
given much help by costume designer
Kathleen Geldard who provides one ungainly
outfit after another. But she overcomes that
with a dramatically as well as vocally impres-
sive performance.

Signature draws from its list of talented
regulars for the supporting roles. Christopher
Bloch is his usual superb contributor, this time
as a Soviet handler and KGB agent matched
with Russell Sunday as his American coun-
terpart. Sunday plays his non-singing scenes
well but is most powerful in his few opportu-
nities to sing, especially his musical argument
with Kushnier’s character in the second act,
“Winning.” Eleasha Gamble’s character, the
wife of the Russian chess player, only arrives
in the second act but she is a strong addition
to the vocal power of the night when she joins
Paice on first “You and I” and then on one of
the show’s hits, “I Know Him So Well.”

Daniel Conway’s set of shiny black surfaces
bisected by bright channels of light is
complimented by effective graphics designed
by Aaron Fisher that are shown on four large
screens, which are raised or lowered to change
place, time or mood.

Matt Rowe’s sound design is solid and de-
livers the vocals through the fairly unsightly
face microphones the cast wears. Still, while
even the loudest numbers are delivered with-
out distracting distortion and with notable
separation, the lack of variation in the vol-
ume level between spoken scenes, soft songs
and big rock belting gets a bit wearying.
Geldard’s costumes for the principal male

characters are just serviceable and the deci-
sion to place the ensemble in black uniform-
like tunics raises confusing thoughts of why,
for example, is the press corps that is inter-
viewing the chess players dressed as bellmen
at a swank hotel?

A key factor in the success of any musical
at Signature, where the intimacy of the the-
ater makes the sound of the music almost an
environment in itself, is the orchestra and the
orchestrations they are playing to support the
voices on stage. As so often happens here,
this production benefits from fine playing by,
in this case, 10 musicians under the baton of
Jenny Cartney. The new orchestrations are by
David Holcenberg whose years in the pit for
the ABBA musical “Mamma Mia!” seems to
have given him an instinct for the strength of
Andersson and Ulvaeus’ compositions. There
is a significant difference in the sound of the
music between the two Andersson/Ulvaeus
shows. This makes perfect dramatic sense,
however, since “Mamma Mia!” has a score to
be sung by happy people at a joyous point in
their lives, while “Chess” concerns angry
people at a tense point in theirs.

The individual contributions are kept in
balance by Schaeffer, who gives the entire
project a sense of momentum that drives it
forward even when the story seems to be fal-
tering. It may well be the most satisfying Chess
game you’ve ever listened to.

The Art League will host a variety of free
creative programs on Saturday, Sept. 11
from 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. at Market Square in
Old Town Alexandria (The Art League will
be located at the corner of King & North
Fairfax Streets).

Fun, hands-on, art activities for all ages will
be offered throughout the day along with
demonstrations by nationally recognized art-
ists. They will also hold their first artistically
delicious fundraiser — The Ice Cream Bowl.

❖ 10 a.m. – noon: Kick Off with Art
League Instructor Steve Prince and Mayor Bill
Euille at Market Square. Art League Instruc-
tor and artist Steve Prince kick off the festivi-
ties with a fun, hands-on activity for kids.
Mayor Bill Euille will also participate.

❖ 12 p.m. – 4 p.m.: Ice Cream Bowl
Fundraiser at Market Square. Support The Art
League Ceramics Department while enjoying
ice cream.

For $15, select a handmade ceramic bowl
created by the artists of The Art League’s Ce-
ramics Department and enjoy a bowl of local
artisan ice cream by ACKA Cocoa Bar in Del
Ray.

Participants in the Ice Cream Bowl
Fundraiser may enter the free drawing to win
an Art League Gift Certificate.

The Ice Cream Bowl benefits The Art
League’s Ceramics Program. Thanks to ACKC
Cocoa Bar for generously donating ice cream
and supplies; students, associates, and instruc-
tors of The Art League’s ceramics program for
creating and donating the handmade bowls;
and Alexandria Convention & Visitors Asso-
ciation for their support.

❖ 12 p.m. – 4 p.m.: Art Activated in the
Torpedo Factory Art Center with Patrick
Kirwin. Art League Instructor and muralist
Patrick Kirwin demonstrates his techniques
for creating “fool-the-eye” effects. At the main
hall of the Torpedo Factory.

❖ 2 p.m. – 4 p.m.: Plein Air Painting
Demo with Fred Markham at Market Square.
Art League Instructor and landscape artist
Fred Markham shares his painting tips for
capturing the essence of any scene.

Art League Helps
Kick-Off Alexandria
Festival of the Arts
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2010-2011 Season

• TCHAIKOVSKY: The Tempest Fantasy-Overture
• SCHUMANN: Piano Concerto
• RACHMANINOFF: Symphony No. 3

Upcoming Concerts
October 23rd - November 20th - January 15th

March 19th - May 14th

Tickets: 888-945-2468 or www.fairfaxsymphony.org
Subscriptions: 703-563-1990

Saturday - September 11, 8:00 p.m.
Philippe Bianconi, piano

George Mason University Center for the Arts

Opening
Tuesday,
September 7th
Restaurant &
WiFi Coffee Bar

All Natural World Cuisine Locally
sourced in partnership with
regional farmers
535 E Braddock Rd. • 703.888.2865

Theater

Notes from the Director
By Carolyn Griffin,

Producing Artistic Director

A
 new Jazz Age musical, “Glimpses of the
Moon,” based on the novel by Edith Wharton,
will open MetroStage’s 2010-11 season next

week. MetroStage has become known for its small-scale
musicals (we leave the epics to other theatres that have
larger dressing rooms!). “Glimpses of the Moon,”
which played in a cabaret space in New York last year
(if you consider the Oak Room of the famous Algonquin
Hotel a cabaret space), will leap onto our main stage
here in the north end of Old Town with a fabulous cast
from Washington and New York, beautiful music and
original choreography. Producing new work, especially
musicals, and giving them a life beyond the written
page, is one of MetroStage’s primary missions. Book
and lyrics writer, Tajlei Levis, and composer, John
Mercurio, will be here from New York to witness this
next stage for their new work, as well as the original
New York producers and potential producers for the
future. The MetroStage season will be opening with
great anticipation and excitement as well as great pos-
sibilities for a future life for this lovely new musical.

Every regional theatre in the country has a distinc-
tive personality and mission. MetroStage is a small,
intimate theatre with a unique configuration that brings
the audience and the actor together for a powerful,
oftentimes exhilarating, theatrical experience. By pre-
senting an eclectic season the audience will experience
a sparkling romantic musical depicting life in the 1920’s,
followed by an uproarious Broadway parody of the clas-

sic holiday show, Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol,”
entitled “A Broadway Christmas Carol.”
MetroStage has had great fun with Broadway parodies
in the past in the form of “Musical of Musicals (The
Musical!)”, which was a parody of five Broadway com-
posers. “A Broadway Christmas Carol” will fea-
ture two of our actors from “Musical of Musicals,”
Donna Migliaccio (who was most recently seen on
Broadway in “Ragtime”) and Matt Anderson (who will
have just been seen in “Glimpses of the Moon,”
playing the playboy Winthrop Stefford and will now
be playing All Characters who are not Scrooge!)

In 2011 we will open with “His Eye is on the
Sparrow,” a bio musical about the life of Ethel Wa-
ters, starring MetroStage favorite Bernardine Mitchell
(“Mahalia” and “Three Sistahs”). This will be fol-
lowed by a classic Tom Stoppard farce, “The Real
Inspector Hound,” starring the three actors who
appeared in “Heroes” last year and won the Helen
Hayes Award for Outstanding Ensemble.

This apparently is the year of the classic. As I write
this description of the MetroStage offerings this sea-
son, I realize that the shows are all classics in their
own individual, inimitable way. A classic writer fa-
mous for her social commentaries of the leisure class
in the 1920s; the holiday classic with the most clas-
sic of familiar Broadway show tunes; the classic, leg-
endary singer from the first half of the 20th century
singing blues, jazz and gospel standards; and a clas-
sic Stoppard farce that is a send up of the classic
Agatha Christie mystery — all are classics and will
offer the audience a broad range of unique theatri-
cal experiences.

Rent
Country

Comforts
near

Potomac
River

The exterior of this
Mount Vernon
1950’s brick home
provides a friendly
front porch and
disguises a spacious
4 BR, 3 BA up-
dated interior with
hardwood floors,
fireplace, country
kitchen, basement,
W/D, 2-car garage,
patio room, plenti-
ful storage, double
lot. Just seven miles
south of Old Town,
Waynewood school
district, easy access
to Mount Vernon
biking and hiking
trail, West Blvd.,
Collingwood Park,
Hollin Hall Shop-
ping Center. Avail-
able in September,
$2,850/mo. or
lower in exchange
for home service
skills, good credit
and references;
pets considered.
Drive by 1206
Gladstone Place at
Fort Hunt Rd.
to see. 703-862-
7240 for
more details.
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Enjoy a Cozy Candlelit Dinner
“The Finest Lebanese Cuisine”

407 Cameron St. Old Town Alexandria • 703-684-9194
www.thepitahouse.com • Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner

Carryout, catering & delivering available
Family owned & operated

6244-K Little River Turnpike • Alexandria, VA 22312
703.914.1700

maizbon.com

“Fine Dining with
Quality Food and
Superb Service”

Maizbon Afghan Grill is open 7 days a week between 11:30am
to 2:30pm. Dinner is served between 4pm to 10pm.

Visit our website to see our delicious menu and fabulous review

Lunch Buffet Daily

Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.

Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm
730 North Saint Asaph Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 548-1616

Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think too hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.

Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

Fine Arts

Photograph by Marge
Silverberg

NOW THROUGH SEPT. 4
”Sunflowers Say Summer.”

Photography exhibit of sunflowers at
Buzz Bakery, Coffee and Lounge,
901 Slaters Lane, Alexandria. The
work of six metropolitan-area
photographers will be on exhibit.
Photographers Grayce Warren-
Boulton, Candace Clifford, Sheila
Galagan, Jo Ann Tooley, Pam
Richmond and Marge Silverberg are
part of the f11, A Women’s
Photography Collective.

NOW THROUGH SEPT. 5
CM Dupre’s Alice at The Art

League at National Harbor. At
the Art League at National Harbor, at
120 American Way, Oxon Hill, Md.
Hours: Wednesday–Friday, noon–7
p.m.; Saturday–Sunday, noon–6 p.m.
Exhibitions and events are free and
open to the public.

Rainy Day in NYC by Jill Banks, Best in Show, oil on
canvas.

NOW THROUGH SEPT. 6
“Scapes: The Annual Landscape Exhibit.” Artwork inspired by all

environments may be a part of this exhibit – urban and rural, industrialized and
primitive, coastal and arid, and works portraying the beauty and destruction
created by Mother Nature. ‘Scapes was juried by artist Joey Manlapaz, instructor
at the Corcoran College of Art and Design. At the Art League Gallery, 105 North
Union Street, Alexandria. Visit www.theartleague.org.

NOW THROUGH OCT. 3
Photography Exhibition. “You Are

Who You Are,” photographs by
Louise Noakes; and “Shadow and
Substance,” photographs by Grace
Taylor. At Multiple Exposures
Gallery, Torpedo Factory Art Center,
105 North Union Street, #312,
Alexandria. Call 703-683-2205.

SEPT. 8 THROUGH OCT. 3
Big World, Small Paintings. A

collection of works by Cindi Lewis.
Reception on Saturday, Sept. 18 from
5-8 p.m. Located at Gallery West,
1213 King Street in Old Town. Go to
www.gallery-west.com or call 703-
549-6006.

KEYS FROM THE CRISIS
The Torpedo Factory Art Center, The Art

League, and Multiple Exposures
Gallery are partnering with the
National Community Reinvestment
Coalition (NCRC) to kick off their
national campaign “Keys From the
Crisis.”  Through a variety of art
related activities, the art center will
help the NCRC tell the story of the
foreclosure crisis to the public in a
very visual way.

❖ Now Through Sept. 26: Systems
Failure exhibition in the Target
Gallery

❖ Sept. 1-30:  David H. Wells’ photo-
essay, “Foreclosed Dreams,” that
explores the empty homes littering
the American landscape in the wake
of the housing crisis on exhibit in the
Site 3 Gallery at the Torpedo Factory
Art Center, and a large scale
projection at The Art League Gallery/
National Harbor Location

“House of String”: Large Scale
installation located on the main floor
of the Torpedo Factory, created by
Torpedo Factory Artists serving on
the Target Gallery Committee

❖ Sept. 9, 6-9 p.m.: Second Thursday
Art Night. Target Gallery’s Systems
Failure “Meet the Artists” Reception –
6-8 p.m.

National Community Reinvestment
Coalition (NCRC), Special
Presentation at 7pm by John Taylor,

President and CEO of the NCRC
David H. Wells, artist talk, in the

Multiple Exposures Gallery at 8 p.m.
❖ Sept. 11, 12-4: Art Activated
1:30 p.m. -Target Gallery hosts SPARK:

art from writing, writing from art – a
spoken word event, along with a
hands-on writing activity for the
public. Focus is on the Systems
Failure exhibit and the Keys from the
Crisis campaign

❖ Sept. 23, 7 p.m.: Target Gallery
hosts a Curator Discussion with juror
Sarah Tanguy for Systems Failure
Exhibition. Sarah Tanguy is an
independent curator, arts writer, and
critic, as well as a curator for the Art
in Embassies Program, based in
Washington, D.C.

SEPT. 10 THROUGH OCT. 10
Phil Napala’s Digital Photography.

Part of the Orphan Works Project.
The Opening Reception is Friday,
Sept. 10 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. with
an artist talk at 7:30 p.m.  The
Gallery Hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday-Friday and during
performances.  At the Schlesinger
Center Margaret W. & Joseph L.
Fisher Gallery.

SEPT. 10 THROUGH NOV. 7
Fall Solos 2010. Featuring the artists

Johanna Mueller, Tim Portlock, Matt
King, John Henry Blatter, Kathleen
Shafer and Joanie Turbek. Opening
reception is Friday, Sept. 10 from 7
to 9 p.m. At the Arlington Arts
Center, 3550 Wilson Blvd., Arlington.
Contact Jeffry Cudlin, Director of
Exhibitions at
jeffry.cudlin@arlingtonartscenter.org
or call 703-248-6800.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 12
Shore Line. 2-6 p.m. Featured by Van

Landingham Paintings, Fire Enamels.
A show of paintings and fire enamels
featuring scenes of beaches and sea
by Marian Van Landingham will open
in studio 321, Torpedo Factory Art
Center.  The show will end on Sept.
25.

NOW THROUGH SEPT. 12
Shelf Life / Mary “Mimi” Frank.  At

The Athenaeum, 201 Prince Street,
Alexandria. Hours are Thursday,
Friday and Sunday from 12 to 4 p.m.,
and Saturday from 1 to 4 p.m. Call
703-548-0035 or visit nvfaa.org.
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Alexandria School for
the Perfoming Arts

Classes in guitar, piano, brass, voice,
dance, percussion & drama

703-836-2427
Registration now open. Less than $7/Class

DOING THE
MOST GOOD SM

Calendar

E-mail announcements to the Gazette,
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Pho-
tos and artwork are encouraged. Deadline
is Thursday at noon for the following week’s
paper. Call Steve Hibbard at 703-778-9412
with questions.

FRIDAY AFTERNOONS
Tea Dances. 1 to 3:15 p.m. Group class

from 1 to 1:30 p.m. Ballroom, Latin
and Swing music. $11/person. At the
Dance Studio Lioudmila, 18 Roth
Street, 2nd Floor (off Duke Street),
Alexandria. Call 703-751-8868.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 2
Taste of Del Ray. 6 to 8 p.m. Gourmet

tastes from Del Ray’s top restaurants.
In the Del Ray Farmer’s Market lot on
the 2400 block of Mt. Vernon Ave., in
Alexandria. Tickets are $10/adults;
$5/children. All proceeds will benefit
Community Partners for Children. Visit
http://www.visitdelray.com.

Britt Neal. 7-9 p.m. Free. Britt Neal’s
sound is rich with gospel and blues,
and glimpses of the world she’s heard
whenever she turned on her radio.
Country and bluegrass, and good old
Southern rock. At Torpedo Factory Art
Center, 105 N. Union St. Alexandria.
Call 703-838-4565,
www.torpedofactory.org.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 3
Big Chalk Draw. 8-10 a.m., community

event in Art at the Center’s parking lot
at 2804 Sherwood Hall Lane. Share
creativity with other artists in the
community. The center will provide
the parking lot and chalk. Free. Art at
the Center, 2804 Sherwood Hall Lane.
See www.artatthecenter.org

Film Screening and Q&A. 2 p.m. “Paul
McCartney Really Is Dead”
documentary. The film screening and
Q&A with film director Joel Gilbert will
be held inside the Gaylord National
Resort, located in National Harbor,
Md. Subsequent screenings will be
held on Saturday, Sept. 4 and Sunday,
Sept. 5 at 12:30 p.m. and 7 p.m.

Welcome Guest Party. 8:30 to 11:30
p.m. At the Regan Dance Center
Academy of the Performing Arts.
Group classes:  ChaCha at 7 p.m.;
Salsa/Merengue at 7:45 p.m.; Swing at
7 p.m. Cost is $8/group classes; $12
for the classes and party. At Landmark
Mall (next to Macy’s), 5801 Duke St.,
Alexandria. Call 703-354-6000.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 4
Alexandria Art Market. 10 a.m. to 4

p.m. Free. A variety of original artwork
from 20 artists will be displayed for
sale. At the Nicholas A. Colasanto Park,
adjoining the Del Ray Artisans gallery
at 2704 Mount Vernon Avenue,
Alexandria, (corner of Commonwealth
Avenue and Mount Vernon Avenue).
For more information on how to apply
for an artspace at the market, about
being a food vendor or musical act,

contact Kimberley Bush at 703-627-
7656 or email
DRA.AlexandriaArtMarket@gmail.com.

School Supplies Collection. 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. At St. Luke’s Episcopal Church,
8009 Fort Hunt Road, Alexandria. Boy
Scout Kyle Parker (Troop 654) is
leading an effort with Charity
Communities in Schools of the Nation’s
Capital to collect school supplies —
backpacks, No. 2 pencils, notebooks,
rulers, erasers, glue sticks, crayons,
markers, and colored pencils —  to be
distributed to students at Ferebee-
Hope Elementary in Southeast
Washington, D.C. Email
elykl33t@gmail.com.

Celebrate World Chocolate Day. 1-3
p.m. Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream is now
made with fairly traded chocolate, and
to celebrate, Ben & Jerry’s Old Town
Scoop Shop will be dishing out free
samples of chocolate ice cream at Ten
Thousand Villages. Shoppers at Ten
Thousand Villages will also be treated
to a Fair Trade chocolate fondue all
afternoon.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 5
Summer Chamber Music Series. 3

p.m. Free. Pianist William McDaniel
performing works by Chopin, Debussy
and Prokofiev’s Sonata No. 8. At the
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington Street,
Alexandria.

Lesson Zero (new adult
contemporary indie rock/blues).
3-4 p.m. Free. A concert performed by
Lesson Zero, new adult contemporary
indie rock/blues. At Collingwood, 4.3
miles south of Old Town Alexandria,
8301 East Boulevard Drive. Visit
www.collingwoodlibrary.com or call
Judie Kunkle at 703-765-1652 for
more information

MONDAY/SEPT. 6
Labor Day International Festival.

Noon to 6 p.m. Includes live
entertainment, children’s rides and
games, international food booths,
raffles, white elephant sale, homemade
baked goods. At Good Shepherd
Catholic Church, 8710 Mount Vernon
Highway, Alexandria. Parking at
Mount Vernon High School with free
shuttle service. Call 703-780-4055 or
visit www.gs-cc.org.

TUESDAY/SEPT. 7
Doggie Day Swim.  4 to 7 p.m. Treat

your pooch to a summertime dip. At
the Old Town Pool, 1609 Cameron St.,
Alexandria. A portion of proceeds
benefits the Animal Welfare League of
Alexandria. E-mail
jannie.wray@alexandriava.gov.

Morrison House Presents Amy
Bertsch.  6 to 8 p.m. Free. A salon-
style discussion series: “Volusia:
Civilian, Slave and Soldier Experiences
in the Civil War.” At Morrison House,
116 South Alfred Street, Alexandria.
Visit www.morrisonhouse.com or call
703-838-8000.

“Nude with Violin.” 6:30 p.m. Fund-
raiser for the Alexandria Bar
Foundation. Art, theater, reception,
silent auction. Tickets are $40 or five
for $35. At the Little Theater of
Alexandria, 600 Wolfe Street,
Alexandria. For tickets, 703-548-1106.
Email: Alexbar@alexandriabarva.org

WEDNESDAY/SEPT. 8
Women’s Luncheon.  11:30 a.m. to

1:30 p.m. Cost is $17.  Special guest
includes Rosa Maria Faulkner, a
Certified Personality Trainer.
Sponsored by the Springfield/
Alexandria Women’s Connection. At
the Springfield Golf & Country Club,
8301 Old Keene Mill Road, Springfield.
Reservations must be made by Sept. 3
at 703-590-6562 or e-mail to
SpringWmConn@yahoo.com.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 17
Red Molly in Concert. 8 p.m. Tickets are $20/advance; $20/door; children under

14 with an adult half price. For reservations, go to www.sunspotpro.com or call
800-404-9049. At The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St., Alexandria.

Live Well with Chronic Illness –
Chronic health problems such as
arthritis, diabetes, heart conditions and
respiratory problems can involve
ongoing physical and emotional
challenges. A free Fairfax County
workshop helps people handle the
frustration, fatigue, and pain
associated with chronic illnesses.
Workshops meet once a week for six
weeks for two hours beginning Friday,
Sept. 8 at Sherwood Hall Library, 2501
Sherwood Hall Lane, in Alexandria.
Call 703-324-5489, TTY 711.

Square Dance Lessons. 7:30 to 9:30
p.m. Free. Eight-week classes meet
Wednesdays. By the Boomerangs
Square Dance Teaching Council. Three
Class Levels (Beginner or Basic,
Mainstream, & Plus) Operating
Simultaneously. First class of each
session is considered a no obligation
night – come see if the classes are right
for you and pay nothing. Class costs:
$40 per person for each eight-week
period. At Lincolnia Center, 4710
North Chambliss St., in Alexandria.
Call Nancy at 703-573-8378. Email
tom.nancystafford@cox.net.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 9
Second Thursday Art Night. 6-9 p.m.

Free. Artist Talk with David H. Wells at
8 p.m. at Multiple Exposures Gallery.
From 6:30-8 p.m., The Art League
Gallery hosts the reception for the All-
Media Membership Show and Michele
Rea’s solo show, Vantage Point. From
6-8 p.m., Target Gallery presents a
“Meet the Artists” reception for
Systems Failure. At the Torpedo
Factory Art Center, 105 N. Union
Street, Alexandria. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org; 703-838-
4565

David Glaser. 7 p.m. David Glaser burst
onto the Acoustic/Folk scene in 2008
with “Cars and Lovers,” a genre-
bending CD that shows his range as a
performing songwriter. Performs at
The Athenaeum, 201 Prince Street,
Alexandria. Call 703-548-0035.

Canine Cruise. 8 p.m. Cost is $35/
person; $20/kids under 12. Oldies But
Goodies Cocker Rescue invites humans
and their doggie friends on a cruise,
leaving from the Alexandria dock. All
breeds are welcome. Wine, beer, soda,
snacks, doggie treats and a souvenir
photo. Register at: http://
www.cockerspanielrescue.com/
cruise.htm. Meet at Pat Troy’s Irish
Pub, 111 N Pitt St. from 5-7 p.m. for a
Pre-Yappy Hour on their back patio.
Afterwards, there is a “Cocker Parade”
down to the dock at the bottom of King
Street/Cameron Street behind the
Torpedo Factory.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 10
Stroke and Osteoporosis

Screening. 9 a.m. Packages start at
$139. All five screenings take 60-90
minutes. At the Manchester Lakes
Senior Apartments, 7131 Silverlake

Blvd., Alexandria. Call 1-877-237-
1287 or visit
www.lifelinescreening.com.

Composting Seminar. 1:30 to 2:30
p.m. Cost is $12/person. Green Spring
Gardens’ Master Gardeners share
gardening tips. To register, call 703-
642-5173. At Green Spring Gardens,
4603 Green Spring Road in Alexandria.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 11
“Blacks Without Borders” Film

Screening. 4:30 p.m. Free. Part of
“Movies with a Mission.” At the
Alexandria Black History Museum, 902
Wythe St., Alexandria. Visit www.alex
blackhistory.org or call 703-746-4356.

Art Activated. Noon to 4 p.m. Free.
During the Alexandria Festival of the
Arts, the Torpedo Factory presents Art
Activated featuring artist
demonstrations, hands-on projects, art-
inspired treats from SnackShak by
Bittersweet and special performances
by DCypher, Joy of Motion Dance
Center’s resident adult hip-hop
company. At the Torpedo Factory Art
Center, 105 N. Union St., Alexandria.
Visit www.torpedofactory.org; 703-
838-4565.

17th Annual Leukemia Cup
Regatta. Begins at 10 a.m. The
largest race on the Potomac River.
One-Design, PHRF and model yachts
are welcome to participate. Spectator
boats will be available to the public for
a closer view of the races for $10 per
person. Guests may purchase tickets
for the post-race celebration, at $10
per person.  Event participants are
asked to raise at least $100 for The
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society in lieu
of a registration fee. To register for the
events or for more information, contact
Loree Lipstein, Sr. Campaign Manager,
at 703-399-2957, or visit
www.leukemiacup.org/nca.

SEPT. 11-12
Alexandria Festival of the Arts. Free.

Saturday, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Sunday,
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Alexandria’s premier
art affair returns for its 8th anniversary
with the nation’s top established artists
as well as new and emerging talent.
Includes paintings, life size sculptures,
photography, glass, wood, jewelry,
collage and ceramics with prices
ranging from $25 hand-designed
earrings to $20,000 metal sculptures.
In Old Town on King Street from
Washington down to the Potomac
River at the Torpedo Factory; 480 King
street, Alexandria. Visit
www.artfestival.com.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 12
Pet Adoptions. 1 to 4 p.m. Lost Dog and

Cat Rescue Foundation will be starting
bimonthly pet adoptions at the
PetSmart in Hybla Valley Shopping
Center. All animals are spayed or
neutered and are up-to-date on
vaccinations. Visit
www.lostdogrescue.org.
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Orchestra Growth Continues

sic, with composers reacting and respond-
ing to a successful aesthetic that had
reached saturation point, i.e. the opulent
orchestral language of the
late Romantics. On March
19,, 2011 the FSO will
present Webern’s Six Pieces
for Orchestra (revised/re-
duced version) and Sibelius’
Symphony No. 5. “Written
within only a few years of
each other,” said
Zimmerman, “Sibelius and Webern’s cre-
ations here show just how differently beau-
tiful works of art can be expressed in the
hands of great and sensitive composers.
There, the prevailing techniques and modes
of expression seem to have been shattered
in the pursuit of a new voice.” Sibelius’ 5th
Symphony is also programmed as part of
the FSO’s ongoing exploration of his sym-
phonic development.

“In his own way, too, Beethoven can be
regarded as an artist who seemed to “tear
up the rules” in his need to express himself
fully,” Zimmerman said. Beethoven’s Piano
Concerto No.5, his final piano concerto, will
be played by the eminent Finnish pianist,
Matti Raekallio.

THE FAIRFAX SYMPHONY Orchestra’s
2010-11 season will close with another
double performance on May 14,, 2011 at
GMU’s Center for the Arts in Fairfax and on
May 15 at the Hylton Performing Arts Cen-

ter in Manassas. The Fairfax Choral Soci-
ety, with Artistic Director Douglas Mears,
and the Reston Chorale with Artistic Direc-
tor David Brian Lang, join the FSO in a per-
formance of Mahler’s spectacular Symphony

No.2, “Resurrection.”
A step beyond Beethoven’s

9th, “Resurrection” is a mu-
sical journey which speaks of
the human condition in all its
complexities and paradoxes
and touches on the nature of
existence, religion, and the
afterlife. “Only Mahler could

embrace such an ambitious agenda and
succeed in producing one of the most ex-
citing, beautiful and exultant works that has
yet been written,” said Zimmerman.

SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE AVAILABLE by
calling 703-563-1990 or online at
www.fairfaxsymphony.org. Single tickets for
the 2010-11 season range from $25-$55
(Fairfax) and from $25-$45 (Manassas).

Directions to the concert halls and infor-
mation on the FSO’s education and outreach
programs, podcasts and other activities may
also be found on the FSO’s website. Pro-
gram notes for each concert are posted on
the site at least one week prior to the per-
formance.

The orchestra is supported in part through
funding by the Virginia Commission for the
Arts, the Arts Council of Fairfax County, and
the County of Fairfax, along with generous
support from corporations, foundations and
individuals

From Page 10

Musician Profiles

Letters to the Editor

What is one piece of advice you would give
to someone who has stopped playing an instru-
ment but would like to take it up again?

It’s never too late!
What is your favorite piece to play?
That is a very difficult question. One of my

very favorite orchestral pieces to play is
Mahler’s 2nd Symphony (which the Fairfax
Symphony is performing this season). In terms
of solo pieces, it’s hard to beat Bach’s Solo Cello
Suites.

What are other local music venues/experi-
ences that you would recommend?

The Kennedy Center. Check out the free con-
certs every day at 6 p.m. on the Millenium
Stage.

Strathmore Hall Music Center in North
Bethesda. In my opinion, this is the most beau-
tiful hall the metro area.

During the summer, check out the free Jazz
in the Garden series at the National Gallery of
Art’s Sculpure Garden. It takes place every Fri-
day night and, if you don’t mind the crowds, is
a lot of fun.

Finally, don’t forget about your local univer-
sity schools of music (GMU for example).
Student recitals and orchestra concerts are free
or reasonably priced and the performers love to
have a nice audience.

Where do you “hang out?” What do you like
to do when you are not working?

Go to Nationals games, movies, dinner with
friends, those sorts of things. Mostly, my wife
and I watch a lot of Netflix.

What is your favorite thing about playing
with the FSO?

The other musicians and the close connection
between the orchestra and the audience.

GRETA RICHARD
Age: 36
Instrument(s): French horn
Town of Residence: Alexandria
Years in FSO: 9 years

Studied Music At: Ithaca College, N.Y.
and Southern Methodist Univ., Texas

Career Outside of FSO: I am a horn
player with the United States Marine Band,
“The President’s Own.”

Did you grow up/go to high school or college
in this area? Where?

grew up in White Bear Lake, Minn.
What sparked your interest in music? How

old were you? When did you know you wanted
to play professionally?

I have always loved music. I did a church gig
when I was 17 and loved playing with the or-
chestra so much that I decided it was what I
wanted to do. Easy to dream, hard to do! I am
grateful that I have found some success and am
able to play horn for a living.

What is one piece of advice you would give
to a young person who is deciding how serious
he/she is about music?

It is never easy but it is a worthwhile en-
deavor. Practice, go to lots of concerts and do
EVERYTHING your teacher says to do!

What is one piece of advice you would give
to someone who has stopped playing an instru-
ment but would like to take it up again?

Take it slow and find a group of amateaurs
to play with. Practice is a solo effort, but mak-
ing music together is a joyous occasion. Music
is best shared with others!

What is your favorite piece to play?
Anything by Brahms.
What are other local music venues/experi-

ences that you would recommend?
Any of the hundreds of free concerts in the

D.C. metro area during the summer and win-
ter. Every military organization has a concert
series that is free and open to the public.

Where do you “hang out?” What do you like
to do when you are not working?

I love to spend time outside with my family.
What is your favorite thing about playing

with the FSO?
Playing the wonderful works of classical

composers with other dedicated and profes-
sional musicians.

From Page 11

posal to restore 270 acres of the
Potomac River to the marsh. As has been
reported recently, Congress appropriated
$500,000 for the development of an En-
vironmental Impact Statement (EIS) to
help guide the restoration proposal. Less
reported is the fact that before the EIS
can be completed, the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers (USACE) must complete
technical studies of the area to be re-
stored. The cost for these USACE studies
is estimated to be $810,000. According
to Mr. Steury, to date, $200,000 has been
spent by USACE for Dyke Marsh bathym-
etry, which means a study of the depth
of the waters of the Potomac River in the
270-acre area. This is necessary to en-
able determination of the amount of fill
that would be necessary to fill in that
entire area.

I am told that the average depth of the
waters in the 270 acre area is 3-5 feet.
Using 3 feet for purposes of discussion,
it will require 1,306,800 cubic yards of
fill to fill such a volume. At 10 cubic yards
per truckload, that is over 130,000 truck
loads. Imagine the potential for environ-
mental disaster in areas surrounding
Dyke Marsh if such a filling operation
were undertaken even under the most
stringent monitoring. Moreover, unsaid
is the fact that outside the 270-acre area,

there are deep furrows caused by the
earlier mining operations that contrib-
uted to the collapse of the 270-acre por-
tion of Dyke Marsh that is proposed to
be restored. If those furrows are not ad-
dressed, filling and restoring of the 270-
acre area may not result in the desired
restoration.

Moreover, one wonders what other
beneficial actions could be taken along
the shoreline of the George Washing-
ton Memorial Parkway Park from the
Wilson Bridge down to the Mount
Vernon Estate, if the $1.3 million to be
spent figuring out what to do and the
additional money to be spent doing it
were instead applied elsewhere, not to
mention the costs of the restoration it-
self.

Ms. Booth’s other role is as chairman
of the Fairfax County Wetlands Board.
I have attended their meetings and have
observed the strict scrutiny Ms. Booth
applies to proposed development
projects, even those potentially impact-
ing only a fraction of an acre of wet-
lands. I trust that Ms. Booth will apply
equal scrutiny to the potential environ-
mental disaster that could result from
filling in 270 acres of the Potomac River
with over 130,000 truckloads of fill.

H. Jay Spiegel
 Mount Vernon

More
Call 703-563-1990 or visit
www.fairfaxsymphony.org.
Tickets for the 2010-11 season
range from $25-$55 (Fairfax)
and from $25-$45 (Manassas).

Bound for Wolf Trap
On the morning of Aug. 6, a chartered bus took 52 children and their escorts
from Sacramento and Creekside Neighborhood Centers to see two perfor-
mances at Wolf Trap National Park for the Performing Arts. This trip was
sponsored and paid for by the Mount Vernon Kiwanis Club.  For more infor-
mation on how to help the club do more community service, visit
www.mtvernonvakiwanis.org and the club’s FaceBook page or send an e-mail
to brucemalkin1@gmail.com.
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Sports
Mount Vernon Gazette Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

By Jon Roetman

The Gazette

A
 new member is about to be in-
troduced to the Mount Vernon-
West Potomac rivalry.

First-year Mount Vernon head
football coach Barry Wells will face cross-
town rival West Potomac in his debut at 7:30
p.m. on Sept. 2 at MVHS. Wells, who re-
placed Tom Glynn, faces the task of lead-
ing a program that finished 0-10 last sea-
son, including a 42-3 loss to West Potomac

in the opener, and hasn’t
beaten the rival Wolver-
ines since 2006.

“A win Thursday night
puts this program on a
trajectory that a lot of
people weren’t even ex-
pecting,” Wells said.
“What it’s going to
mean from a confidence
standpoint, you can’t
put a price tag on. If
these kids come out of

the gate and they win that one against their
cross-town rival, then I’m going to find out
what kind of team I have.”

Who is Barry Wells and what kind of team
does he have? Wells, 50, is in the consult-
ing business and has been a football coach
since 1988, with stops as an assistant in
Virginia, Pennsylvania and New Jersey. He
is a first-time head coach. He considers him-
self a defensive-minded coach, but his du-
ties will include calling offensive plays dur-
ing his inaugural season with the Majors.
He takes over a program that won state
championship in 1983 and totaled nine vic-
tories as recently as 2008, but was
outscored 365-129 during last year’s winless
campaign.

“We’re not trying to necessarily build a
tradition,” Wells said, “we’re trying to re-
store a tradition.”

What kind of a coach is Wells?
“He runs the

team as a busi-
ness,” senior line-
backer and tight
end Julien
Randolph said.
“We all come to
practice expect-
ing new stuff ev-
ery day. We’re
more organized
and the atmosphere is more positive. We
all had our heads down, not knowing what
our team was going to be like this year. Af-
ter we started establishing a new team,
making better plays in scrimmages, we fig-
ured out we actually have a good team.”

OFFENSIVELY, Mount Vernon operated
out of the I-formation during an Aug. 20
scrimmage against Woodbridge, but Wells
said the Majors will run multiple formations
during the season. Sophomore Robert
Decardi-Nelson (5 feet10, 175 pounds) will
start at quarterback for the Majors, with
senior Tre Cooke (5-9, 219) backing him
up.

“We’re looking at the longevity of the pro-
gram,” Wells said. “Robert has all the tools.
He’s a little young. Some of the things that
we’re asking him to do, quite frankly, he’s

not had to do be-
fore: reading
coverages, read-
ing defenses, tak-
ing his time,
making sure his
mechanics are
where they need
to be. He’s a work
in progress, but
he’s a kid that has

the tools.
“If he can hang on and show some

progress each week, he could end up being
a three-year starter.”

At running back, senior Emmanuel Tackie
(5-8-152) and junior Sadiq Odyedele (5-6,
156) will split carries. In the passing game,

junior Michael Lewis (6-1, 189) has
emerged as one of the team’s top receiving
threats.

On the offensive line, Wells said senior
left tackle Logan Beougher (6-3, 256) is the
best of a group looking to improve.

“To have five kids with [Beougher’s] dis-
position and size and strength would make
a world of a difference,” Wells said. “He’s
kind of an anchor. He’s a guy I know we
can go behind if we need to.”

Defensively, Mount Vernon will run the
4-3, led by Beougher at defensive end,
Cooke at middle linebacker and senior
Deandre Wooten (5-6, 145) at cornerback.

Wells said he wants to approach the sea-
son in a realistic fashion, setting his mini-
mum win goal at five.

“Anything less than .500 is going to be an
extreme disappointment for me,” Wells said.
“Only because I know the work that the kids
put in, I know the talent that we have, and
if the kids can just get to a point where
they’re confident in what they’re doing, we
could sneak up on some people.”

STANDING in the Majors’ way during the
opener is West Potomac. The Wolverines lost
eight of their next nine games after thump-
ing Mount Vernon to start the 2009 season
and will have to replace their starting quar-

terback and four members of their offen-
sive line. Still, senior left guard Dan Carriker
(6-2, 300), a Division I prospect and the
lone returning starter from the O-line said
he likes the team’s chances.

“I feel like we have more talent,” Carriker
said, and “a lot more discipline than in the
past few years that I’ve been on the team.”

The main reason behind the team’s im-
proved discipline, Carriker said, is an infu-
sion of assistant coaches. Five new assis-
tant coaches joined the Wolverines this year,
giving them a varsity/JV staff of 14. Head
coach Eric Henderson said he’s noticed a
difference.

“I think we’re more focused,” Henderson
said. “Our practices have been much
sharper. It’s been a pleasant change. We
brought in some new coaches; more posi-
tion group coaches. Last year we had a
smaller staff, this year we have a lot of good
guys that work hard at it and it’s rubbing
off on the kids.”

Leading West Potomac’s no-huddle spread
offense is senior quarterback Nik
Dimitrijevic (6-3, 210), who saw time last
year when starter Colin Mathewson went
down with an injury. The Wolverines’ top
receiving threats are seniors Daryl Copeland
(5-8, 160) and Jalen Dawson (5-9, 170).
Junior Brandon Johnson (5-10, 170) will
see most of the carries at running back.

Along with Carriker on the offensive line
will be sophomore left tackle Hunter Den-
nis (6-3, 300),  junior center Tommy
Friederich (5-10, 240), junior right guard
Agyenim Agyei-Boateng (6-0, 210) and se-
nior right tackle Jesse Fico (6-5, 260).

Defensively, West Potomac runs multiple
fronts. Senior end Dustin Hess (6-1, 210),
senior nose guard Antonio Fitzgerald (6-2,
270) and senior three-technique tackle
Alvaro Guzman (5-8, 210) solidify the de-
fensive line. Henderson said Guzman is
pound for pound the strongest player on
the team.

Junior Kofi Adom (5-10, 190) is the
team’s middle linebacker. Senior Sonpon
Doe (6-2, 210) is the strong side linebacker.
Henderson said he expects a breakout sea-
son from Doe, who missed his junior year
due to shoulder surgery.

In the secondary, Henderson is high on
junior cornerback Tyrone Jenkins (6-0,
160).

“As far as talent goes,” Henderson said, “I
think he’s a can’t-miss DI kind of kid.”

Senior Denzel Hatch (5-9, 160) is the
other corner, and juniors Tamaric Wilson (5-
9, 170) and Ryan Aitken (5-9, 160) are the
safeties.

Each team would like to start the 2010
season with a win over its rival. The Ma-
jors, however, are looking for their first win
of any kind since 2008.

“A win for us would mean a lot,” Mount
Vernon senior lineman Steve Funk said.
“Not only that, but it would give us brag-
ging rights. We’re hungry for this win; not
just because it’s West Potomac, because we
haven’t won a game in over a year.”

West Potomac’s Daryl Copeland out-jumps a Mount Vernon defender
during last season’s 42-3 win over the Majors.

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
R

i
c
h
a
r
d
 
M

a
p
l
e

First-Year Majors Coach Opens with Rival
Barry Wells leads
the Majors against
West Potomac.

Wells

“We’re hungry for this win;
not just because it’s West
Potomac, because we haven’t
won a game in over a year.”

— Mount Vernon senior Steve Funk
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

To Advertise Your Faith
Community, call Karen

at 703-917-6468

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF

CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-
548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-

4404

CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…

703-683-2222
COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST

CHURCH…
703-548-8000

DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-
8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…
703-549-5544

FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST
COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF
ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720

PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST
CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...

703-256-1239
VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233

PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-
4370

CONVERGENCE-A CREATIVE
COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-998-6260

CHURCHES—BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…

703-548-1808
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...

703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST

CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES—ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD

CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…

703-836-3725
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH…

703-765-4421
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…

703-836-4100

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-

5029
FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA

CHURCH... 703-549-3911

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

 MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…

703-836-3083

CHURCHES—EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...

703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...

703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH...

703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-

765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-

765-3949

CHURCHES—LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN

CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
BETHANY LUTHERAN….

703 765-8255
 EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN

CHURCH….703-765-5003
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
MISSOURI SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…

201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...

703-417-9665

CHURCHES—PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-683-3348

OLD PRESBYTERIAN
 MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…
703-360-9546

MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…
703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES—UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED

METHODIST...703-765-6555
BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY

 UNITED METHODIST...
703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED

METHODIST
CHURCH...703-836-7332

ST. ANDREW’S UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH…..703-751-4666

TRINITY UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODIST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES—UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES—UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM

CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES—ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…
703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES—REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW

CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...
703-313-6249

OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...
703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD...703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY
ALEXANDRIA  CITADEL ....703-836-2427

Sports

MV Field Hockey Beats WP
The Mount Vernon field hockey team defeated West

Potomac 1-0 in overtime on Aug. 26. Mount Vernon, which
won the National District championship in 2009, travels
to face Falls Church at 7:30 p.m. on Sept. 1.West Potomac,

which bounced back with a 3-0 win over Falls
Church on Aug. 30, travels to face Patriot Dis-
trict opponent Woodson at 7:30 p.m. on Sept.
1.

MV Volleyball
Opens with Loss

The Mount Vernon volleyball team lost to Lee 3-1 in the
Majors’ season opener on Aug. 30. Mount Vernon hosts
Thomas Jefferson at 7:15 p.m. on Sept. 1.

WP Volleyball To Host W-L
The West Potomac volleyball team will host Washing-

ton-Lee for its season opener at 7:15 p.m. on Sept. 1.

Area Agencies Sponsor
Senior Olympics

Since 1982, Northern Virginia Departments of Parks and
Recreation and Area Agencies on Aging have been spon-
soring the Northern Virginia Senior Olympics. Since that
time, participation has increased to more than 600 senior
athletes competing in more than 25 indoor and outdoor
events ranging from sports to card games to line dancing
to board games.

The 2010 NVSO competition will take place Sept. 18-29
at more than 10 venues throughout Northern Virginia.
Events include track and field, swimming, diving, tennis,
table tennis, pickleball, racquetball, golf, miniature golf,
bowling, Wii bowling, eight-ball pool, men’s basketball,
men’s and women’s basketball free throw, frisbee throw,
shuffleboard, bunco, chess, scrabble, cribbage, duplicate
bridge, softball hit and throw, team line dancing and yo-yo
tricks. New in 2010 are bocce and fencing.

Running Club on Sundays
The Mount Vernon Milers running club meets at 8 a.m.

on Sundays. The group usually meets along the Potomac
River, but the exact location is listed in an e-mail sent ev-
ery Wednesday for the coming week. Distances vary but
runners can expect between four and eight miles.

To join the Mount Vernon Milers, send Lee Britton an e-
mail at lbritton7@yahoo.com to be put on the e-mail list.

Lil’ Titans Youth Flag Football
The Alexandria Department of Recreation, Parks and

Cultural Activities’ Sports Section is now accepting regis-
trations for the Lil’ Titans Youth flag football program. This
developmental program is for participants ages 5 - 6.
League age is determined by the age of the participant as
of Oct. 1, 2010.

Teams are formed by recreation districts. Registration
fee is $50. All participants must be resident of the City of
Alexandria. Games will held on Saturday afternoons in
September and October.

The league is limited to a maximum of 100 registrations.

For more information, call the sports office at 703-746-
5402 or go on the recreation department’s Web site at
www.alexandriava.gov/recreation.

Youth Coaches Needed
The Alexandria Department of Recreation, Parks and

Cultural Activities is currently seeking volunteers to coach
flag football, basketball, volleyball, baseball and softball.
Criminal history background checks are required. Inter-
ested persons should call the youth sports office at 703-
746-5402 or e-mail mac.slover@alexandriava.gov or
tamika.coleman@alexandriava.gov.

Girls Volleyball Program
The Alexandria Department of Recreation, Parks and

Cultural Activities’ Sports Section is now accepting regis-
trations for the girls volleyball league for ages 9 - 14. League
age is determined by the age of the participant as of Dec.
31, 2010.

The league is designed to develop the basic fundamen-
tals and further the development of the skilled players.
Teams will be formed based on the number of participants
registered and by experience.

Practice begins in late September with practices on Sun-
day afternoons and games on Thursday and Friday nights.
The registration deadline is Sept. 15, and is limited to a
maximum of 120 participants. The fee is $30 and partici-
pants must be a resident of the City of Alexandria.

For additional information, call the sports office at 703-
746-5402 or visit alexandriava.gov/recreation. Space is lim-
ited.

Sports

Briefs



Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  September 2-8, 2010  ❖  21www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

From Page 1

News

from Czechoslovakia.
The Justice Department and Fairfax

county police are currently in the process
of obtaining his extradition to the U.S. in
order to stand trial in Fairfax District Court
for his alleged offenses.

Ray Morrogh, Commonwealth Attorney,
Fairfax County, reacting to Hamilton’s re-
cent arrest in Poland, said, “I promised a
mother last year that we would bring him
back here to stand trial and we are. His fail-
ure to appear and his fleeing to Europe will
mean he will be charged with additional
new violations. Nevertheless, we are ready
to go to trial. I want to thank the U.S. Jus-
tice Department and Interpol for helping us
to find him.”

The U.S. Marshals Service is working with
Fairfax county police to extradite him from
Poland. U.S. Marshals Chief Inspector Billy
Sorukas said that the extradition process
includes “confirming his identity, and ob-
taining agreement from the Polish Govern-
ment that the charges are applicable and
appropriate for extradition to the U.S.” At
this time Sorukas could not predict how
quickly he would be brought back to the
U.S. since the Polish government must first
agree to release him into U.S. custody.

Hamilton, the target of a global search
involving Interpol, has been the subject of
the TV program, America’s Most Wanted
(AMW). Last year, after one of the AMW
programs that featured Hamilton, a TV
viewer came forward to say he had recog-
nized him in Frankfurt, Germany. Fairfax
County police credit AMW, Interpol, and the
Justice Department with assisting in find-
ing him.

AMW employee Cheri Nolan, a mother of
three children who knew John Hamilton
when he coached in the Fort Hunt Youth
League, said, “The world is a safer place
for children now that he is in custody.”

AMW news correspondent Angeline
Hartmann said, “We could not be more re-
lieved to know he is finally in custody. We
saw him as a coward not willing to face
what he has coming to him and own up to
what he has done to countless children. Of
all the fugitives I have researched and re-
ported on for this TV program, Hamilton is
one person who makes my blood boil.”

Hamilton
Apprehended

Chronology
❖ June, 2009: Hamilton confesses to sexual

assaults on numerous children; is charged with
aggravated sexual battery and three counts of
taking indecent liberties with a child under his
supervision

❖ October, 2009: Hamilton fails to appear in
court to enter a guilty plea to charges; flees the
U.S. to Europe

❖ America’s Most Wanted (AMW) television viewer
recognizes him from the publicity of a recent
AMW photo; reports last seeing him in
Frankfurt, Germany

❖ August, 2010: Hamilton detained at the Polish-
Czech border in an attempt to enter Poland

❖ Present: U.S. Department of Justice and Fairfax
County Police preparing papers to seek
Hamilton’s extradition to the U.S. to stand trial
in Fairfax District Court.

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Most importantly if your gutter itself has
moved outward or shifted to the point
water and leaves are coming in behind the
gutter, it can rot out the fascia board and
the home could get potential interior water
damage. We will reset the system.

M&O REPAIR
Gutter re-set work

703-843-4792

GUTTER GUTTER

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

Family Support Foster Care

All children need a family. Call and 
speak with our staff members about fos-
ter children in need of care. Give a child 
a home with the assistance of our large 
support team.  Our team will help you 
raise  a   happy   child  in a loving home. 

Call us today at: (703) 684-3500

Transportation- You can be a truck driver in
the National Guard.

Train one weekend a month and two weeks a
year.  A part time career with full time rewards

Call today for details.
SFC Mark Williams

540-810-3267

OFFICE STAFF OPENINGS

Small law firm in Alexandria has part-
time positions for bookkeeper (approx 8 
hrs a mo) and receptionist/secretary 
(approx 20 hrs a wk). Fax resume and 
letter including hours available, salary 
requirement and earliest start date to 
703-548-4647. No emails or phone calls 
please.

P/T Bookkeeper/Admin
Est 16 hrs per wk. Duties include 
A/P & A/R,  bank recs plus genr’l 
office duties. Must have Peachtree 

and Excel exp, be organized and de-
tailed. Pay depending on exp.  Email 

resume:  marion@ctfshows.com
fax 703-960-5937

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

RECEPTIONIST
Entry-level position, Full-time M-F 8:30 
am-5 pm, in Old Town Alexandria (non-
smoking) insurance/commercial real estate 
office.  Responsible for answering phone, 
process & distribute incoming/outgoing 
mail, photocopy, order supplies, computer 
scanning and other computer-related tasks, 
provide   support  for  office  staff,  maintain 
appearance of receptionist area/conference 
room/break room, plus other duties as need-
ed.  Individual must be friendly, dependable, 
have a positive attitude, be able to multi-task 
and prioritize work.  High school diploma or 
equivalent  required.   Starting salary is
$25,000; pay is commensurate with experi-
ence.   Resumes    may     be     emailed     to 

scunningham@clarkeandsampson.com
or faxed to 703-739-8967; 

please include your salary requirements.

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Educational
Internships
Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

101 Computers 101 Computers3 RE for Rent

Annandale/
Alexandria Area:

Pinecrest Development, 
4555 Interlachen Court, 
avail immed., large 1 
bedrm, eat-in kitch, carpet-
ed, deck, fireplace, marble 
bath, w/d, golf, pool, 2 prk 
spots, $1300 per mo. call 
703-966-7154

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

28 Yard Sales

Yard Sale Emmanuel Church,
1608 Russell Rd, Alexandria.
9/4, 7am-12pm, 703-683-0798

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Friendly Contracting Co.

friendlypnc@gmail.com

Call for a FREE Estimate!
(703) 425-3600

• Painting
• Carpentry
• Flooring & Tiling
• Windows & Doors

• Electrical
• Plumbing
• Drywall
• Power Washing

• Guttering
• Siding
• Roofing
• Foundation

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

SOD
Come to the farm and save

Cut FRESH Daily
www.chantillyturffarms.com

703-327-0908
Homeowners  Welcome

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

www.pmasonry.com

Potomac Masonry
703-842-7884

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900
www.custommasonry.info

Brick, Block, Stone, Concrete, Pavers
Repairs & New Installs

All Work Guranteed

MASONRY MASONRY

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

DECKS

High Pressure
Cleaning & Sealing

●Decks
●Fencing ●Siding
For Free Estimate 

call Bill
703-944-1440

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Spring Clean-up

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

Good is not
good, where

better is
expected.

-Thomas Fuller

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
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♦ Real Estate
♦ Mortgage

♦ Closing Services
♦ Insurance

703-360-7400
www.weichert.com

8301 Richmond Highway, Alexandria, VA 22309

CALL MIKE DOWNIE  703-360-7400 or 703-360-3189

ALEX./HUNTINGTON AREA $419,000
WALK TO METRO

Extremely attractive home, hardwoods thru main level. Superb
master bath. Finished lower level walks out to brick patio.
From Capital Beltway, Route 1 South, R Huntington,
L Wyomissing up hill to home on R.

MOUNT VERNON/ALEXANDRIA SO. $925,000
YOUR MAJESTIC COLONIAL MANSION

Huge 3-level, 4 Bedroom and Den, 2 1/2 Bath, ALL-brick home on spacious
1/2 acre treed lot overlooking the Potomac River!  Fully upgraded home
with luxury kitchen (granite counters), hardwood floors on main & upper lev-
els. From Alexandria, go South on GW Pkwy 6 miles; turn Right on Stratford
Lane; then quick Right on Greylock Street. To 9027 on the Right side. (Note:
Home is on one of George Washington’s original farms.)
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CALL GEORGE CANDELORI  703-780-0547

WAYNEWOOD $509,900
IT’S PRICED RIGHT!

Beautifully presented home with well-designed family room addtion on
landscaped lot. Hardwood floors, Colonial fireplace, 3/4 Bedrooms, 2.5
baths, ample storage. Meticulously maintained.
Directions: From Alexandria, G.W. Parkway south to right on
Waynewood, right Croton, right Doter.
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CALL 703-360-7400

SPRINGFIELD $315,000
SARATOGA TOWN

Nifty three level townhome with open kitchen, full master bath and full
finished basement. Move-in condition. Community amenities plus
shopping nearby. Directions: Fairfax Co Parkway, south on Rolling, Right
Northumberland, left Powderbrook to 8081.

CALL LEO MAYER 703-625-0346

ALEXANDRIA $299,900
EASY LIVING

Absolutely immaculate 3-Bedroom / 2-Bath condo with spacious, light-filled
rooms plus all the ammenities and convenience of River Towers make this offer-
ing a must see. Nicely updated kitchen & baths, new paint throughout.,
lovely hardwood floors. Directions:  Fort Hunt Road to East on Belle
View Blvd, Right West Wakefield to 6641 Wakefield at end.
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ALEXANDRIA SOUTH $349,500
ALL-BRICK RAMBLER

Enjoy one-level living in this nicely maintained rambler with a full
basement. Many updates have been done including replaced
windows, HVAC and more.  Hardwood floors thruout.
Large deck off dining room overlooks fenced rear yard.

CALL ELODIA HOWARD  703-203-1544
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